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To all the fincere-hearted Chri- 


ſtians, who are members of the 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt, and in viſi. 
ble communion with his Saints by 
baptiſm. and which havea defireto 
be informed in that Righteous 
Principle,called laying on of hands 
upon Baptized Beltevers, Grecting. 


ly Beloved in our Lord Je- 
ſus Chrift, and right preci- 
ous Chriſtian Friends, for 
D 4s much as there hath been 4 
I great deal of difference 4- 

| = mongit the Churches, as in 
relation unta the forementioned particular, [ 
thought it therefore my part and auty for to * 
comribute my help by improving my ſm. t4- 
lent which I have yeceived from the Lord , 
ro that end I may be inftrumental to windi- 
cate the truth of Jeu 9. 48 A'ſo to build up 
the Saints intheir moſt holy faith; 4nd con+ 
farring with my ſelf that the publiſhing of 


that precious truth, viz. laying on of hands 
| A 


3 | pon 


The Epiſtle 
upon baptized Believer gmight be one means | 
by which 1 might be inftrumental in ſo good! 
a work; I was therefore ſo munch the bolder 
for to preſent this enſuing Diſconrſe unto 
your moſt ſerious conſuderations ; 1 being aſ= 
ſured that throngh Gods bleſſing , it will be 
profitable unto you , when well conſidered by 
Jon. 1 am not :gnorone that I ſhall have ma= 
») eAntagonifts in this particular , it will 
not much trouble me what oppoſition I ſhall 
have, let my honour ly inthe daft, ſo be it 
the Ordinances of ty Lord aud Mater be 
aavanced , I thall only give a watch word, or 
4 word of caution unto ſuch, n Chtdes 
take an anſwer unto this Bod 
ſome may, 1 know not, but inc 

defire they would take heed, t hh 
poor Creature, they be not fouy 
poſing the great Creator, I mean in 

_ *Iwres mannaging the Creators truths and Ore 
* * Ainancesy of ſo conſequently be ford fighters 
againſs God. hope there is none will be ſo au- 

- dacions, as Diotrephes /ikhe, who for love of 

_ preheminence amongSt the (hurches , will 
knowingly oppoſe a maniſe#t truth, 3 Job. 9, 
I0.butrather withDemetrius will conntenace 
the truth, and thoſe that prattiſe It, 48 3 Joh, 
I2.7ruly my Friendsgy as it not ſo that I was 


full 


Dedicatory. | 
ſullyperſwaded that this is arruth which 1 


' here maintain, 1 ſhould -not be ſo baigd 4 to 


| Hu it. _ unto publickuiem , it _ ay 
-fir$Þ £1196 aringin print, ana [hou 
hardly new 9-8, ade but that 1" fond 
ſuch beele eptertainnweni of this tryeb among 
the [ons of Meng aud alſo fo fer tha have put . 
any hing ty the Preſs of thismatte? ,:\t bring 
ax. ant txuth that's newly hronght forub 
to light byſote deſpiſedyneiy and therejoxe 
'the rather it.u4 expoſed pmito'oppaſition; tat 1 
queſtan ript bat hantowilere long appear 19 
he'atretb'of: (ach great Antiquity as fron 
the.Apotobical times, and him that it 15 
wrirepealedprinciple, being! part of that eutrxe 
-dotrive of yfeſms Chriih-earitained Heb. Ge Ty 
2. it hating ever whit) as much, life, and 
ſtrengthyavd yigoras any other tixth inStxi- 
pture Mn althoughit hatb beenits lot to.be 
Aiided and rens fromthe reſt of the da! c 
of Chroyet it's naw owning forth {a giv 
ly like the Sun at noon dayy eras thet iron} 
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individual. Brethren, Ehyowinit have your ll + © 
reſent t hat Which I hagjewrot, 1 bope yin well © * 
z0t have auy arcaſfin to take 12 iIl-of mer; far . © 
45 tamch 81\{.defire:votbing moreg th ntht:. 


pramoRing of the truth iu this enſurng Dij- 
carfſe., I defixe that this my writing may. ho 
| A 3 far ther 


b, 
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_-TheEpiltle 
ſarther find acceptance by you, than your find 
' it managed according unto Scripture record, 
' for be you aſſuredghat whoever ſpeaks not ace 
cording unto thatermthyitis becauſe have 


no light in thems/ſa.8.20,for you are to ſearch 
ry ines for they reftify of Jeſus Chriſt, 


As alſo of his Truth Joh. 5. 39. for my part, 
I ſhould be loth that any of you ſhould bave 
any canſe to ſay of me that 1 miſgnide 
yos.,- Thad rather ſhat my ſelf up infelence , 
than that! ſhonld be found by you ſuch an evil 
$nitrument, but 1 hope you areperſmaded bet- 
fer things of me than ſo.,for this I can aſſwe 
you, 1 have a dleey-conſcience both towards 
God ard men, how that I ſeek not yours but 
Jon, wiſhing, and earneſtly longing to ſee your 


b 


farther growth in Chriſt and - 
-fefF-ion "5 8 dottrine of Jeſns's dS pax 
may be compleat in all the willof God," they 
-ſhall you ſhine gloriouſly'y and nppear beauti- 
ful in the eyes of your heavenly Father ,- ever 
then when you ave compleatly built upon the 
foundation of the Apoſtles ard Prophets, Jc- 
ſus Chriſt beingthe chicf.Corner ſtone of that 
'duilding, as is apparen:Eph;2; 20, 27; then 
' you will grow to 4 bolytemple inthe Lord, & 
194 compleat City y\and then when Lion is 
built up,the Lord will appear-in glory, Plal, 
102. 


Dedicatory. _ 
10% 16. Truly Chriftian, Friends, the de- 
frojing of any arora xg = 


much obftratt the 
; As me 
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ſo the Saints progreſs in 
appear Pla.11, 3. which Scripture 1 deſ 
leave whon your ffirits, de firing the Loy 
ſus to apply it home to youh by has Spirit. 


wow commit this + uyto - 


F may guide you ts .becay 
the Lands "at hand with Ju pry ” 


things, andre try _— __ , kg to holdf, 


that which is good, and if you" receive jd 


benefit by what is here declared, give Gdd 
the glory ; it, And ſo I commit you toGod , 
and to tht word of bu grace, which can 


3n ever gorid word and work., w ith > 
oof rat 


erhe EE A and earneſt tn- 
deavor of my 


- in 
_  theGolpehanddearly” 
beloved Brother in 
Cheiſt Jeſus, 


Bux, Mos LEY, 


defring that the Spiris of Moderation axd of 
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| 6d to ring. it home. ro 
tic, þ hope ix'tnay be 
'D ato thee.Perhaps 
at wk.ic he 


of fuch were "48 1610 Fr ble 
on,viz,.thar prin ple c: EC 1: 


pep Boa > W is here declar ant 

ſo much the rattier , becauſe of choſe ters. of 

odium which To by ſome people been pur 
upon thig, re S elps.Cobrilt , as ry fear Log | 


other allo - i a pt to aſperſe thoſe 
Pro 
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which pr ikewiſe Falſe which 
ſubjodt's were : Incalethere ſhould be any 
fhould give it the cerm of Biſhopping, or the 
like opprobious {peeches hey ky then diſ- 
coyer what ſpirit they are of, nd proye them 
ſelyes bur mocking 1/hmaelites. Reader, 7 

caſe 
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 Parlywith' Timothy 


To the Reader. 


cafe ady ſhould nioreover endeayotit to poſſeſs 
thy mind agaibſt the truth here maintained, b 
declaring - unto thee that the Authorof 
workzin r maintaining this particular, doth -fet 
afootthar Antichriſtian praRtice of the Bi 
in their Confirmation —_ charge the 
thor hath regret o defer 


ſelf, Firſt he will anfover this "hes _ 
afoot the p vere rite 
buthe'is afoot the 7 = 


Apoſtoheat Biſhops *Which wert* of formet 
yeath,* 632 Perer and Fobn,AFs'8. 12.4nd 
de Titus: Thele"\ 
truly Biſhops indeed , ah cheir practice 
aorveable to the nii&of God, br 'Tr 


will r that th&@ Who af bervſitt 
the tops 6 of FRA Here Contonded =_ 
tharlaying oh of tinds priitifed by the 


of 

Pilate 7 one 'rixties, 4nd that for the 
ſors ;- there are-3 things requificin this þ 
fig, F. - Rib adminiſtrators to do'the AG: 
2 ubjefts to; adminiſter it upon; 
he Hh itisto be done. Nov! he is 
ſhops were beſides the truth in all theſe ? 4s th 


prove their'Ancichtiftian ftagding we neednot 


to go any further than the Presbyters _— 

fion, which have affirmed they were Anttchri 

fan but fay they we arenot Antichriftian;f6 
chat 


T5 the. Reader. 
char ic ſcems the Biſhops hands were not An- 
 eichriſtian when ordained therg to the 
Prieſthood ; well , Ido believein caſe _ 
pur tathe trial, they'l then be proved to 
whit jnnAngicknflen as pm forefachers 
;- lothatinc theBiſhops 
a wn rk hae in offe cried down 
themſclvs as Antichriftian.But I ſhall not dwel 
uponthis,only I (hall tell them thus much, ic 
was the TE 2 Ham Geg,33to dilcoyer his 
paroge coder The next is tothe ſub- 
ing on of hands,in t tives 
- _ ot gt ubjecoupon whom they 
lay their 
ſons, 1. tbey w 
were about 10,12 7%8 
years of age, ſuch-as ka A rin end it 
was done unto them ;, 2, they were unhapei 
zed perſons upon whom they laidrbeir hands, 
ſuch as were rantized in'their infancy , and 
were not baptized , bapriſin being a dippin 
or overwhelming in Water ,. and rantizing only 
a ſprinkling with water, Now if you pleaſe to 
look into_ As 8.2 2,1 7+ you ſhall find the Bi- 
ſhops praRice in howeine of laying on of hids 
quite contrary unto the Apoliles Rice , for 
you ſhall ſee they did adminiſter it unto ſuch 
| Jerfors which had knowledge in it,a2d m to 
uch 
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To the Reader. 


ſuch which were baptized perſogs, 3s As to 
the end wherefore hands are to be laid on 
ple, the Biſhops were out in this alſo; foral- 
though itstrue,one end wherefore people are to 
| havehandslaidon them, is, that chey may be 
/- furtherftreogrhned in the wa of God ; 

did contra w_ bom: Ps did defire 
God that & inthat 
way which | = why which will eafily be 
cpa aay ay of worſhip; | Croll 

to the mind {God that an 

bec ina falſe way, and for any.to 
ray to'God upon that accounts prayers 
: acadominable b the f 54D ut 
i- by this time thou maic{t iſcern in part the vas 
-* nity of their and I bope wile have & 
more full diſcovery in this following diſcourſe. 

One thing thou maieſt do well to, rake notice 

of, that thename of this ruth was Kept, up in 

| the Biſhops rimes, alchough nor the rghe pra- 
| Qiceofit; Thayeo that chere alwaics 
 hathbecninall times, ory 2 mi den 
fication of the of 
DT 


|, wiſdom, and that in the da 
times, ſo as that the Devil by 
Fonda ers-buy 
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in is Natute. Many inſtances might bg given, 
biita word to the KA is efficient; if the De- 
vill had ever been able to have raved out the 
paths of Gods ordinancegjits poſſible then they 
might. haye bad a total overthrow; But the 
names being kept alive, itir a creat induce- 
ment uats6 the Reader, 'even unto ſach as fear 
God, to look intothe nature of them z to thar 
ox re a isthat theReader would feriouſ- 
y his thoughts to conſider well of the 
Eirer contained! inthis little Book z 

5 He bil rather to affe& ſoundneſs of n 4 
ex (:: riofity of ſpeech; and letnotany 


ich thou haſt againſt the perſon. F 
We Auhot} ,prevent thee of receiving the'truch , 
"God many times makes forth truch by ſuch 
pe wa which art weakonesin the worlds 
eyes, for'to manifeſt his own power, and ; 
ſtop the tuty bf the enemips © his people, af 
to confoun cheir wildorn, x- Cor. 2.495. y - 
$.2,3. . Having thus far p oceeded, I ſhall not 
willingly treſpaſs upon hs atience any fur- 
ring only defire that thou'wouldſt _ with 
the Nirhep ccordir oth Law o Fequicy, 
eveq as thoy wouldf by thy (elf, ho. 
- thou wilt 'not miſcopltrue any. of my 


s, burthar thqu wit Yea Fairly ina 
ouſly with the ;' which thatthou maſt 


To the _” 


better do , I ſhall commit thee unto the gui 
dance of that good God, and unto the teachs 
ivg of that ſweer Spirit in the Scriptures of 
Truth, 2 Tim, 3.16,17.2 Pet.1. 20,21, which 
is able to make thee wiſe unto ſalyation ig 
caſethou obey it, and to give thee'an inheri= 
tance with the Saints in light, which ſhall be 
the lumble prayer and earneſt indeayour of 
meat all times, who am thy Seryant in and 
for the truth, | 


Ben, Morley. 
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Laying on of Hanys 
U»y oN | 


Baptized Believers, ec; 


Caavp, I; 


Contains Laying on of Hands upon Officers; 
| is alſo Laying ## of hands upon the ſick, 


N order unto my cleatiog up of 
BY, that truth contained in this 
MLS little Book, Ichought ir yery 
Sa cxpedicnt to ſpeak of thoſe. 
ſeyeral forts of Laying on of 

S bands which bave fo 
Qiſedby the Saints and ſeryants of Godin 
former tires ( for with any other I intend nor. 
to medle ) And having token an account of 
"_"Y he Gerd. 


= -”- 


[2] 
Scripture Record, I find among the reſt three 
ſorts moſt remarkable, 1. In cafe of Church 
Officers. ' 2. Of- Healing Tafirmicies and 
Sicknefſes, and 3.. Of Baptized Beciieyers, 
The two former I: fhall peak uotain this 
Chapter, «he later, in thenext; 

In the firſt place. I (hall lay down this 
Pofitionz T hat laying an of bavds is very re- 
quiſite to be impoſed upon Church Officers at 
the time of their Ordination unto Office, For 
the proof of this, I ſhall give you the Scriptures 
in order as they ly ; the firſt cexr that preſencs it 
ſelf unto the ſeryice of this work , is in As 
6. yerfe x.to the 6. in' which Scripture it 
is eyident that here was a. great and weighty 
imployment , namely, for Officers to take 
eare of che poor Saints , fox as much as there 


Wasam of the Grecians againſt the 
Hebrewes, for = their Widows were neg- 


lected: ig the daily miniftration-z the Ap 

obſerving this great diſorder in the Church , 
did think it expedient for to put the Church 
upon ſo good a work asto make choice of 
ſome faithfull men for to take this unployment 
upon them, that-ſo-they might goe about: the 
work of the Mini much the more freely; 
which was ſo well reſented of the whole 
Church , tharthey procceded according une 


eo 
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3] 
to the Apoſtles counſel, and choſe men for the 
work of raking care for to ſupply the necefli- 
ties of the poor , and having fo done , they 
broughrthem unto the Apoliles, for them to 
Ocdain them by laying on of hands , which 
was performed by them very faithfully, as ape 
pears in the 6, vetle. The next Scripture 
which will help forward this deſign is in Afts 
13. t, 2, 3. vetſes,in whichtexriris yery 
olain, that Paxl and Barnabas being ſet apart 
by the Brethren for the work of the Mini ly» 
ic wasthought requiſite by the Church of Ax 
tioch, that they ſhould both of them have 
hands.impoſed upon them before they ſent them 
away, that ſothey might be inveſted into their 
office of being the Churches Meſſengers , 
which was then performed , and after thar 
they ſent them away, Anorher Scripture 1s 
_ at hand to communicate its irergth ro- 
wards the maintaining of that former affertion 
laid down, which is that of Paw! to his ſor 
Timothy 1 Epiſtle 5, Chap. 22. ver, adviſing 
him to take heed, not to lay hands ſuddenly ors 
no man; for indeed itis requiſite there ſhould 
be ſome tryall of chem before they are pur in 
Office, therefore not to be done haltily, as ap- 
pears in the Apoſtles direQtion in the 1. of 7 i= 
wothy 3, Chap: 10, verſe, for the- Deacons 

Y- = "IE: — with 


WY 
with other Officers muſt firſt be proved , and 
then let them uſe their « flice , being found 
blameleſs. Much more might be ſpoken for 
the juſtification of this praRticegbothonr of the 
Old Teſtament as well as the New : But be« 
cauſe I would come to the principal ching I 
intend in this Treatiſe, I ſhall proceed to the 
next particular, 

ſecond ſort of laying on of hands, 
which was adminiſtred by the ſeryants of 
God in former times , 1s « laying on of hands 
pon ſuch as had Infirmities and fi wo 

This /ayi»g on of hands was performed both 
by Jeſus Giri and his Apoſtles, as is evident 
Luke 4. 40. in which Scripture you may ſee 
that divers fick people were brought ro Jeſus, 
and he laid bus hands on them and healed 
them, Youmay find alſo irwastbe pratice 
of the Apoſtles, being commanded by Chrift 
to doe it, as in CAark 16. 18. it is likewiſe 
very clear from eAtts 28. 8. that the A- 
poſtles did put in practice this kind of laying 
on of hands; there 1s a preſident of Paul's /ay- 
#19 on of hands onthe Father of Publius wn 4 
was fick of a Feayer, and the Text faith he 

healed him, Another inſtance I might give 

you of Ananias his laying hands upon Paul y 

which was to cure him of his blindneſs 4s 

9. 9, 
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9, 9,174 18. for Paulwas three daies with- 
out fight, and was fain to be led up and down 
by the hand, untill ſuch time as Ananias did 
lay his hands upoa him, and by that means the 
Lord wrought the cure. 

I would not bere be miſtaken by any, when 


- ſpeak of laying 9» of hands upon the heck, I 


doe notmean that which the Apoſte James 
ſpeaks of James 5, 14z 5. the words are 
theſe, /s any ſick, among you? let kim call 
for the Elders of the Church, and l:t thems - 
ay over bim, anointing him with oilin the 
name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith ſhall 
ſave the ſick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him ups 
and if he have committed ſins they ſhall be 
forgiven bim, That which I produce this 
Scripture for , is toput a difference between 
anointing with oil the (ick |, and layipgon'of 
hands upon the ſick by way of Miracle to cure 
them of their infirmities; and that becauſe the 
one Was an ordinance in the Church inthe A- 
times, 'to wit, that of anointing with 
Oil; andthe other, vis. the curing the ſick, 
was miraculous to confirm the trurh of all Oc- 
dinances, Heb. 2; 35 bo | 
Quek,,'-# hether the laying on of the hands 
upon the ſick, by way of Miracle be to be 
agminiftred'in theſe our daies? 
B '  Haſw, 


[6] 


eAnſw. IT anſwer negatively, for a3'much 
as the gifts of healing are nor found in the 
Church in theſe our times forindeed this lay- 
ing of hands was of a more Miraculous nature, 
and the end of Miracles , as you 'may fee, 
was to confirm the DoQtine of Jeſus Chriſt to 
bea truth, as in Afark 16,16. which being 
now confirmed, needsno further. confirmati- 
on by ſigns and wondets), ſo that here is ſuf- 
ficient ground to belieye the Goſpel. Bur 
ſome may ſay, they wait for the \manifeſta= 
tion of the Spirit in that extraordinary manner? 
As to that particular I haye not time at this 


I ſhall fay, thoſethatdoe their duty unto God 
may beſt wait upon fiir for it, and thoſe thar 
obey him in his commands haye the t6ſt di- 
yine reaſon to expeXit , asin Arey, 31, 
but I cannot Rand upon this , but (hall defite 
to waye it for the preſent, becaufe it ts beſides 
our preſenc intentions; neither will ir obftru& 
any thing which is here laid down, 'for as 
much as you may underftand by what hath 
been already ſaid , how that the layitig on of 
hands upon the fick is not praQtifed now a- 
mong the Saints , and that becauſethe gifs of 
' healing are not found in the Church at this 
day; it being alwaies adminiſtred by fijch as 


preſent fully to delate upon, onely thus much 


had 


Church of Chrift,.unleſs th 


9 
had the gift of healitig - T do not fear affim 
_ de exraodinary ifts of the Spicir, and 
neg frs of healing ot: neyer more appear in 
hurch, ot that chey are abſolucely made 

nhl and yoid , I dare notlay down ſuch an 


_ affirmation; and that becauſe T have well con» 


fidered of the Apoliles words x Co or, T2, 28. 
God hath ſet ſome in the Church , fir Apo= 
ſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers, 
after that Miracles, then gifts of f Fealing, 
helps, governments, diverſities of Fongues. 
Much might be ſpoken from theſe words; bur 
] have not time to diſcurſe upon . it, and 
therefore I (hall ſay no more at this t timeas Pp 
this particular, but Pall end with this 

fion, namely, That laying on of hands "21M 


ord doe give 


the fith is ndt any more to be fe iſed by the 


wato bis people the gifts of heali 
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'$7 have ſpoke wits thoſe two focmer 
(ores of laying on of hands in the Prece- 
B 4 denc 


[8] 


dent Chapter, ſo alſo I ſhall by Gogs afl- 
ſtance, ſpeak unto this ſort of laying on of 
hands in this ſucceeding Chapter - and be- 
fore T ſhall enter upon this great and 'weighty 
imploymenc, I doe apprehend it is yery expe- 
dient] ſhould excuſe my ſelf unto my friends 
for my manner of proceeding in this work, 
namely, my treating upon this ſort of laying 
on of hands in the RR lace, which may per- 
haps be conceived by ſome 'to be a point of 
doArine more firter to have been handled in 
the firffplace, My beloyed friends, my ap- 
prehenfions are clear enough chat the thoughts 
of thoſe men which doe fo conceiye are right] 

fixed, for indeed it is very true, that the Church 
mult chk pany be ſelf in reſpe& of 
thoſe things which are wanting , before ſuch 
time as ſhe can proceed regularly , as in the 
x. Titus 5. Butindeed Ithovght it neceſſary 
firſt to declare our agreement in what is main- 
fained on both parts ; and then to manifeſt in 
what we diflent. Now for as much as all 
the doubr lies eoncerning Baptized Believers 
ſubjeGing themſelves unto /aying on of hands 


25 an | 


nance of Jeſus Chriſt , which th 


| ought now to be tound in the taRice of, 
1 ſhall therefoxe apply my ſelf to ſpeak tothar 


particuſars 


And 


9] 

Andhetein I ſhall defire to uſe plaineſs of 
ſaceech, I being well aſſured that what the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, 1 (07. 14+ 9, is a precious 
truth, how that five words unto the under- 
ſarding are better than ten thouſand in an yn- 
known tongue : From the conſideration of 
:heſe things, and alſo for the makipg for;h of 
che truth intended in thisChapter, be pleaſed 


to take this plain Poſition ( viz, ) Thar Bap- 


tized Believers ought to have hands laid on 
them as baptized Believers, For the proof 
of which I ſhall give you clear Scripture y for 
the confirmation thereof I (hall give you evi- 
dent Reaſons, and ſubſtantiall pure Scripture 
conſequences, And thetefore I ſhall deſire 
ou in the firſt place to caſt age cies upon that 
ull, Texe Atts 8. from the 12. tothe 17. 
you ſhall find that Philip was preachipg the 
things concerning the Kinedome of God, and 
theoam? of Jeſus , & they who believed were 
Baptized both men and women z now if you 
pleaſe roreade on you ſhall. find that the prin- 
Cipall motives which did induce the Brethren 
for to ſend Peter and Johnto Samaria for to 
lay hands on them, was firſt becauſe they 
were Belieyers, - Secondly, begs ule they were 
baptized Belieyers. And that thele were the 
- principall motives, doth plaigly appear frcm 
| the 
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the 14. verſe, rhere'isa tetmcarcies the very - 
life and freovth of 'the former Poſition , and 


that istheterm| Now ] as muchas if the ho« 
ly Ghoſt ſhould ſay, Now isa time for them 
to rake care to "ſend forte Faithfull Bre- 
thren unto Sararia, for now they are Be- 
lieyers, Now they are Baptized ; Now it is 
requiſite they ſhould ſubjeR unto laying on of 
hands; and indeed the yery next thing which 
was done on their parts was ſubjefion unto 
thistruth; we doe noe find any thing which 
did interyerie, but only prayer, and this was on 
Peter and Joh's patty and not on theirs. 

- Secondly to'theniext part of the Poſition , 
That it is tobe adminiffred and ſubjetted 
wnto nxt in order uiito Baptiſm, is very plas 
jt was when they had bUlityed . Philips Prea- 
ching the thin} tonterning the Kingdome of 
God ant the nate of Jeſusy they were baptie 
zed both Men and women. "From whence I 
argue, 

, Argus: If they had not Ingo of 
hands as Church-Officers, nor as ſick parries , 
then they had it as Baptized Belieyers, Bur 
the former is true ; therefore the later, 

I, Thar it was not impoſed upon them as 
Church cfficers appeats by theſe following rea= 


{ons, 


I, Rea. 


| 
| 
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I. Reaſ, Becauſethey were newly come 


to the Faith, "and fo altogether wncapable of - 


having any office ; according unto Pax!'s 
counſel 'z Tim. 3. 6, A Biſhop (laithhe ) 
muſt not be a novice, not a youngfing ia the 
profefſion of the Goſpel ; but one that '1s able 
to divide the word aright, ; 

2. Rea. Becauſe che Scripeure is 'fileat as 


tothe making any merition of Church officers; 


Therefore none here intended. Bur it is nor 
filentas to baptized belieyets. 

\” Renſ, notin'the caſe of Church 

was leying on of hands here admini- 

ited; andthac becauſe we find to theſe people 


 twas'inrelacion to theirreceiving the word ,' 


_ not in relation to cheir being chaſea unto 
_ "bi | 

"AnU%s to the tiext particular, Thu /mpo- 
ſition of hands was not adminiſtred unto 
them'as ſch parties , is yeryclear alſo, for 
they wet& ſuch as were well'bottrin body and 
mind; 4s to their bodies doubtlefs they were 
in'goed health it appears, in that t were 
able co offer up their bodies as a living? , ſpitt- 
tuall and acceptable ſervice unto God, I mean 
1n that 7 were baptized both'men and wo- 
men : and then asro their minds they were in 


a ſweet and precious temper, for indeed they 


welc 
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- 


were1na _ejoring temper; for the Text ſaith, 
Rut when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the Kingdome of God, and 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized 
both men aud women, The that it is evident 

had fot laying on of hands as fick perſons, 
bs at this Conclubion wall neceſfaily fol- 
low, If not in the former, then in the lacer; for 
35 much as there is no medium berween, 

. Thecext Scripture which through Gods 
bleffing unto your endeavours, will make the 
truth of the former Poſition yery perſpicueus 
unto your underſtanding, is ready at hand for 
you to take copnilance of, As 195. 1, 24 59 
6. That which may be gathered from this 
Textis, | 
Full Gut ihoke people were Believes, 

_ . Secondly, thatthey were Baptized Be- 
hevers. | | 

- Thirdly, that they bad laying on of hands 
after baptiſw, Which leads me unto this, 

2, ' Argum. Thoſe who haye laying oo of 
hands next in order unto baptiſm , they have 
laying on of hands as baptized believers. 

Bur theſe had laying on of hands next in or- 
der unto baptiſm, 

Therefore they bad laying on of hands as 


[13] 

Thelattet part of the Major Propoſition 
may ſeem ſomewhat doubtfull, namely, all. 
though they had laying on of hands next in or. 
der unto baptiſm, yet tome may queſtion whes 
ther they had it impoſed as baptized belieyers, 
To this I ſhall argue further, 

3- eArgum, It they had not laying on of 
hands as unbaptized perlons , then they had 
laying on of hands as baptized perſons. 

Bur they had cor laying on of hands asun« 
baptized perſons : for the Texc ſaith, They be- 
lieyved and were baptized, and then they bad 
hands laid on chem : $2 that the Conclufion 
follows, They had laying on of hands as bap- 
tized perſons. 

Andnow tothe laſt clauſe inthe Potion, 
That baptized believers are to ſubjett unto 


the admniniftration of #t, Thisis very clear, a 


as in both theſe Scriptures is made manifeſt - 
the Samaritans did not reſt Peter and John: 
nor thoſe certain o—_— at Epheſus Paal 
which is a yery clear demonſtration that they 
were convinced of the neceſſity of it 5 had ic 
not been a truth for them to yield ſubje@ion 
to, I am perſwaded they would have adviſed 
the Apoſtles to have d from that work, 
and that becauſe they well knew that whatſo- 
cyer was not of faith was fins 

i <4 : Well 


W———  - -O_——— —— oroewwi.ug = ; 
” ; 
g-_— ——— 4 


[14] 
. Well my friends, wasic then a truth? And 
was it never repealed ? 1 mean laying on of 
bands upon baptized behevers, we then reaſon 
further. | | 
| 4- Argums That which was oncein be- 
ing a tzuth, and never yet tepealed, remains to 
this day a truth in being. | 
Deklaglenas hands upon baptized be- 
Lieyers was a truth once in being , and never 


yet repealed. Therefore. 


Fhac it is nottepealed I thus prove. 

5. Argum, That which was once in force 
the Scripcure makingno mention of its repeal, 
that is not repealed, 

But this praRice was once in force, and the 
Scripture makes no mention of its repeal, Ergo. 

But I ſhall not much crouble you with Ar- 

eats of this nature, becauſe ſome are too 
ready to condemn this way in others, though 
very apt to jutifie it in themſelves : for my 
part I think this way of reaſoning may be ho- 
neſt enough, ſo they ground their Argument 
upon Scripture record - but we ſhall for the 
preſent defiſt from this way of reaſoning; and 
preſent you witha Scriprure which will . con» 


tribute a great deal of firengch towards the 


making good ofthe former Poſition laid down. 
in the beginnipg of this Chapter, it is ready - 
Y, han 


=  OCDiy en 
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hand to anſwer unto the parts of the Poſition, 
Heb. 6. 1, 2. the words are as follow; 
Therefore leaving the priaciples of the do- 
ttrine of (' hrift, let us Lo onwnnto perfettion y 


' ot laying again the foundation of Repentance 
from dead works, and of Faith towards God, 


of the doftrine of Baptiſm, and of Laying on 
od and of Re 7.19 ba of 46 fink 
and of eternall Judgement. Iris very plain 
that this Epiſtle was writ to Believers , ſuch 
as went under the denomination of the Church 
of the Hebrews , they being holy Brethren , 
and partakery of the heayenly- calling , Heb, 
2« I, and fuch as were called the bouſe of 
God, as appears verſe 6. And thefe are bid to 
leave the principles of the dobbrine of Chriſp, 
and not to lay again the foundation.of repens 
tance from dead works, of farahtowards God, 
of the dorm of baptiſm, and of laying on of 
hands, with the reſt of the principles, tothat 
from hence we may very fairly and honeſtly 
infer , that theſe bapcized Bel.eyers of 
the Hebrews had once fubjeted unco lay. 
ing on of hands, as well as to baptiſm, cr any 


. Other principles; and the truth of this doth ap. 


pear, and that from theſe two terms, vez. the 
term | /eave] andtheterms not laying | 4- 
$4in.) Leaving, preſuppoleth oace ſubjeRi- 
' on 
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On; fora man to beſaid to /eave his houſe, 
preſuppoſerh he had a houleto leave; it is ſaid 
of Peter and Andrew,. we have left all and 
followed thee, thatis, they followed Chrilt ; 
chis preſuppoles they had tomething to /cave. 
Andas for the orher term, and wot laying [4- 
$4in ] this doth clearly demonſtrate they had 
once laid it : The Apoltle ia cheſe words doch 
allude unto the buildÞr of a houſe, who haying 
laid a ſufficient foundation for his building , 

oughr.not to iy again his foundation ; bur Bo 

co perfect his building upen the foundation 

{o indeed that which the Apoſtle would 

have the Believersfor to do, is now to build 

up higher in Chriſtianity ; far as much as they 

hadnow ſubjeRed unto thoſe principles of the 

foundation; Jeſus Chriſt and his ſervants, the 

Prophets and Apoſtles, being in tbeir Do- 

Arines the foundation of all Goſpel worſhip, 

Eph. 2.20, 21. And are built (ſaith Paul) 

wpon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone. Itis very clear that in this Text 
of the 6. of the Hebrews a laying on of hands 
is ſpoken of; and its alſo as clear, that this 
hying on of hands was not in the caſe of 
Chiirch officers, nor in the caſe of theſick, for 
theſe inſuing reaſons. 

I. Reaſs 
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| I. Kea, Becauſe laying on of hands hero 
mentioned is called a principle of the Do&rine 
of Chrifl nay furthergaccording uato the read» 
ding of ſome tranſlations, Thele principles, 
whereof laying on of hands is one, . are cal- 
led the beginnings of the word of (hriſt, 
which doth appertain unto Chriſtian men in 
the beginning, as you have it in ſome Tranſ- 
lagons: So thar if this be the caſe, the calc is 
clear that the Hebrew 5 had laying on of hands 
as baptized belieyers, and not as Church offi- 
cers or fick parcjes, in this Text, And truly, 
iny friends, I doe not find, that , laying on of 


*, hands upon Church officers, is ealled a prin» 


ciple, or one of the NeBniS principles of the 


; DcRrine of Jeſus : Neither do I find it. {6 


called as in relation unto the fick ; it would 
be ridiculous for any ſo to imagine, But 


. ſome may ſay, there were Church officers a- 


mong the Hebrews. To that T anſwer, that 
is not denied; but Lſhall furtber reply,The A- 
poſtle in Heb; 6, 1,2. did not j * unto 
them as unto Church cſficets , but as unto 
babes in Chri ft, asis apparent Heb, 5. 12; 


13. Eor (ſaith the Apotile) every one that 


aſeth milk 1s unskilfull tn th: word of Righ- 


Feouſneſs, for he is a.babe - and in the '14: 


yerſe he faith, But frong meat 'btongs to 
7 C them 


4 IE 


ons bur they, 


(81 


them that are of full age, evew wnio thoſe 
who by preaſos of fih.aee their ſenſes er 
ſed to Leleern both good and evil. Nowi th 
very plain from the Apoliles, words that t 
were ſuch, namely | Fo in the 5. Chapter, 
which were alrog CO edbabls? of bearin 
ke office in che Ch uc z35 that they wor” 

be that then {och to be ta Lhe 
tel fic} plead ſuch as could? not di 

firong meaty foraſmuch as irong meat beloh 
unto thoſ which. are of full”; age and riper 
wo forhac hy c he would have us to take no- 
that ſtrang meac did not belopg to ther; 
aherets ode ha they been thou ghe 
Mga oy borg any office in the Churth, 
ly, [ Apoſtle wguld nog have. ſo fax 
in them , as to tell chem tron 
edi nor belope co.them ; for indeed of” 
pus. to be Tuch qualified men as to 
Ne 2 A hemſclves,and ro deal ir our 
to others, 

-M Real. Why this laying on of hands 
was not.in the caſe P Church officers 4 hor in 
the caſe of chefigk, nor in the caſc of perſecu» 
tion; and char becauſe, many abſurdities will 

follow ſuch ace afſercion ; As namely theſe, 

Fit Che us muſt Repent, and 


Secondly, 


' "are in:the or 
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Secandly,Churckeofficers muſt believe, and 
none but theys. | | 

- Thirdly, Charch-officers \and the Sick 
muft be aptized, 14 none bur they, | 

Fourthly, Then none but Church-officers 
muit believe the Reſurreit ion of the dead. 

Fifthly, Then none-burt Church-officers 

ut believe the eternall judgment ; which 
Hig every one . is bound to belicye , for he 
ſhall give ao account of himſelf unto God. 

Sixchly, Then none bur Chuch-officers 
muſt ga on to perjett ion, which is abſolutel 
contrary tothe Apoſtles exhortagion , whi 
is giveo 18 a general way to all believers who 

| Gp che Goſpel. ; now this 
would have. you to obſerye , that ſeeing fo 
many Abjurdities will follow upon that for= 
mer interpretation , therefore it cannor be truez = 
for this 1 muſt tell you , #182 fure maxgime 
in Theology , that { no Abſurdities fol- 
low upon the.Truth, 

3 a. Why this laying on of hands 
1n the Epiſtle co Heb, is not meant in. the 
caſe of C ber ch=afficersnor of the Sick +8, be- 
cauſe this laying on of hands follows. gex 
in order unto Baptiſm , and not inorder unto 
chising unto office , as laying on of hands 
did follow ia 4#s 6. 5, 6,when they had 

C3 '  chole 
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ehoſe officets - 'the next thing which came in 
order,was laying on of hands ; neither1a this 
place did laying on of hands follow: nex: ia 


order unto ficknefle; So that the caſelyes very 


fair acd plain, thar if che laying on "hands 
was'not adminiftred unto the Hebrews upon 
the three former accounts, then muſt it needs 
be upon that other account, viz. Thar the 
Hebrews were _ under laying on of hands as 


+ baptized believers ; "and if fo , we need nor - 


be conſtrained ro goo other Scriptures for to 
know who are the tight ſabjeQs of laying on 
of harids ; Andalſo upon whkr account, as 
we ſhall manifeſt more bereafrer, For in+ 
deed this Scripture is a ftronger' piece of' Ar- 
mour than our Antegonits do imagin , and 
will be of great uſe to beat off all the blows of 
mens imaginations ; ſo-that we hope that 
chzough Gods help ic will be one means for 
to keep the body of our diſcourſe from being 
wounded, And to make a furcher progrefle 
in this work which T haye in hand ,_Ifhall 
according unto my promiſe prove the point in 
| hand bys pure Scripaare conldiſbbes; I ſhall 
thErefote undertake'ro'makeit appear , That. 
both” the Church of the Reman; © and the 
Wirch of the'Zews © had: ſubjeed unto the 
laying on' of tands;- Wethall begin 'withthe 
Y —_ Church 


21] 
Churceh ofthe Jews; Thar tex: which wil giye 
life uote. this afſertion is in the 2. G5 42. 
Andthey continued Redfaftly m the Apo- 
Fes al e ant fellowſhip , ou in break- 
ing.of Bread aud Prayers, iT hat which I de- 
duce from hence is fromthar fingle term, viz. 
Doftrine," Which-cextif com wich char, 
_ « 5 Hiv 2, thetrurb will chen'eafily ap- 
pw tural nrall ho ſeroidbſerve_, ans 

© ſeyeral iples 
_ or denomin n ation Tr wer 
I mr are called, wit; 'the 
Dedterof Con ithe term Doftrine is-noc 
to any one of chem io particulargbutto 
thein :in L,- fo thar- now we ſhall 
aches vp tlie whole mareer in a few words, 
= argue thus,vis. 
Ar gaws,That if he Chuich of na Sews 


tid continue inthe Apoſtles dofrine z- then 
they were in.the DoRrine.” © But the 
former is true,and ore: the latter will tol- 
low. © - : 


2. ' Argam: That itchey: werc'in ſubjec- 
tion-unto the Apoſtles Do&rine, and layingon 
of hands-was a part of the Apoſtles Dogrine, 
then - were 'in' . ſfubjetion -ud to 
yy ; Bur they? were in ſubj:Kion unto 

| C 3 | ' the 
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the Apoſtles Dodtrint , and Jaying on 6f 
hands woes pig of .the _. > Dodtine; 
Ergo. But ſome uy objeR and ſay that 
this Concluſion will not follow, 
for aſmuch as we find Breaking of bread, and 
=D 
are the ine 
RR OD bands; to thatT 
| ſhall anſwer, (that ——— 
were Dodrines of Chrift 
and: inthoſe times But never! p 
. of thatbe riodiel Dafitingvepmaland: 'N 
Ch, 9, Seri Andif you- 'pleaſotdleok os _— 
mcre inte inthe. Mer, you ſhall find 
there is a clear diftinQion he that Do- 
Arine they continued in- , and Breaking of 
bread ; for there is a full tops -v#2.; 'artheſe 
follomidg wotds' They cominurd in the A. 
poitles Doftrime. Here is x fall fhaps And int 
breakihg of bread und feliowfhipg There bes 
gins a new buſineſſe; And for further :nforma- 
tion in this truth , we may do well to diſtin» 
Euiſh derwixtDogtrine and DoQrineh; ſome- 
times'a- particular Duty id cali a Do« 
Etrine,ri Timothy '6, 3. Sotharwhea the 
ſervants of God preach up athiy- of that. naw! 
tures as in relation unto theif duty co Godgor 
t© 0ne anochergthey may then be properly ſaid 
; 9 


123] 
bb a" th op DoGtrins: But iti" He6;6; x 
2. ad that the compoling of feye = 
ral inciples rogether- is that which i is called 
the Do&rine of Jeſus Chriſt 1 and fo the A- 

hath .in 'Kovzaes 5, 17. But 


ou have obeyed ( faith from x bearty 
Ther Þr " wa rey FA wis- plynred 
untd {we Yak words tf the 'ABofilt me 


thinks may bea great light to the regen 
ines ofa ll thoſe which all rake 


you Bib obtzedthit form of Dofirihe ; A 
7 -mhinchas if the A ſhoutdſay 5 you kave 
1 ſubjed to-thir entite Doftine of Chit, 
Hebrews A 2whith had been fo fweetly Corh- 
poſed pol drike ir of Chtift inro one forinz 
ritito you by us his ſervatirs; 

for indeed T mult relf you;that thoſe (i princis 
lesare the ſum of all the DoMtine. of the 

| Lfot all fofe ſeveral dunes cotfirtiatde 
|| _ edinthe Goſpef my bertdaced to ſome of 
thoſe principles, as I could ſhew if time would 
permiit/ 5 But1 (hall fay no mere for the pres 
fent __ this Pofition, becauſe ] would not be 
too tedious, But (hall in the oexr e pro» 
ceed to {peak Ew of the any niftra- 


cor 


of the Apolites wotds ; prong. ry 
eafily appett that the Rinks kad yy ther 
anc Hying on of hands,  v:4. in thofe #bras, 


- 
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cor.s.4S if reference unto laying-4 on of 
| hands. . 


. 
* 
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CrnaPe.T1l 


ib '@ AYE the lawful Adwiniſtratey, of lay- 
ing on of bands #pon apart Belie- 


ver Fs 


He pr oving of ie point as concernin 
Fr Eenlaitianes of laying on of = 
is a matter of great concernmentandrherefore 


requires your mot ſerious contemplation, 
Fo d therefore for the RL ar our 


more orderl oceediags herein; , weſhall in 
rhe firſt Hs _ our Poltion,ubo are 
che lawful oi od net "BP?! 

_ Secondly, I ſhall cometo anſwer objeRi- 
ONS which may, be brought in as 
Poſition layd down, + 

Thirdly , I ſhall come to. anſwer. ſome 
Quzries which will fall in upon this .ac= 
Count. 

. Fourthly , 1 hall come wo manifeſt what 
the jyral1; Rab ought to do as in tetatiog uns 
ro the adminiſtration of it. 

Ja the fic place I hal lay down this Poſition, 
namely, 
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ly 3 mo 0 Brethren which are 

ſo out * Clock of.Chrift, they being 
Ry LA their faithfulneſſe and abil:- 

he law fully adminiſter laying an of 
a mg 7 baptized Believers , as ſuch time 
4s thoſe Cad believers are perſwaied of 
the truth of it —_— of God',, asdorth 

| oA F s * 44 17s" verſes, * the 
Ti rn ot s Age we wh they bad heard 
that Samaria bad: receined the word, it 
Jem to them Peter ayd Joha. And 
find the: ſame men: ſo; ſerit _ of 
Jeruſalem , ox at-legliwiſe -by the; Apaliles 
which were members of che Church: ;; 1ſay 
theſe which / were: ſent to. Samaria: dig do 
their office for which they were ſenty- ——_ 


wasto lay hands on the Sneuns, 
the «1-74 -;{ verſe;/ie 22 is - Aid ſei 


their bands ow. them ; tis 

that ie-was adminiſred even Ik the _ 
ſent time: of the Samaritans believi ol 
being baptized, ''and 'of Peter and: 

- being ſeatunto chem "and thara ifroem 
t har term then la "they their hands on them, 
which was doubtleſle very ſpeedily abs bap» 
tiſm , as doth appear by-all tlie ermg. = 
inthetext- ; and for the ftrepgehai 
—__ Pofition +, hence it is very ob bl 
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in tharz& of Jeſus + Chriſt ſending ,oim; his 
thein our by two-and evyoy as you (hall ſee in- 
ſtance. Lake 10,1, which thing may give 
us ro underfiand , char the principle: 


reaſon w 

he did thus fend chem forth , was- ; chat ſo 
rhey tight perform che whole work of the mi- 
$3 of which miniftecy this laying ot of 
ads ivapart ; Ids norſay but that! hte 
phe be other  reafons of his ſending cherh 
forth; butxhis I do believe was one main rea» 
ſon; * 'would not -haye fany to miſtake ine ih 
my Pofiidn, 'natnely , in char I ſayrwo 
Brethren "may lay on hands , 1 do not affirth 
one brocher m_a_—_ decade I fin@rhie Paw! 
didadinnifter laying on! of hands! *iy © ft 
tg.- -6.Wherher there was any more with 
hum totwIp bin in the wotlk” , "the Scripture is 
flettia ir, but indeed maſt commonly Buys 
pbas went along with him in his jonnieys, as 
#ppears from "other" ſcriptures  ; but fee 

ſight i lat I ſhall not take upoty ri 
abſolattly to derertnine of it ; but ſhall leave 
it to yottr deliberate” cholghts ro-exetciſe yout 
felves upon it , deſiring you' w be tatitibis of 
ins in the caſe of one;unleſſe in caſe of ne- 
cefſifie 5 and that becauſe the other is the ſafeſt 
way. And ſurely the 8, of the AF? doth 
| | cive 


* in all reaſon one would: have th 


[27] 
give vs t0 underfiand fo much, for queflioniets 
fc bad betn fo ſafe for one man to-heve pet- 
formed this work,asiwa men, doubtibfle none 
ſhould have becn ſo accepted as Phils , and 
thar by the Brethren ; - becauſe he-was (moſt 
Samaria ; for be:'tad preached > things 
conceming the Kingdom of God, andthe 
name of Jeſus ; afid laying/on of bands'was 
one of thoſetbings, and baptiſm wasthe othet 
thirigg (there beingrio more things here mehtis 


which the - :Shoakrar ans ſubj 


-. 


unNtay 
ſhould bt the/manao have hows eee 
ordinance, and yu is pafiead by 5 and what 
RO only becauſe the :was nor 
ſent of the Brethreiizand'to make further proc 
comming to lay toits alliance, 1. Firms g., 
There you have Pant ſpeaking; for this cauſe 
left Lebee in Creet: 57 *that dbox ſbowldft for 
in ord. y-things that are'wanting, andordein 
elders 'in evety City, © Three things:Idefire 


you would obſerve. 


\.. That Tites: 'was a Meſſenger of the 
Churches, as is evident, 2. Cor, 8.16417 
I 82 3. 

2+ Thing is, thatthere was another _ 
ther 


[28] 
cher whoſtpraile was in 'the Goſpel ,"which 
did travel wich him as his affiftanc inthe work 
ofthe Miniftery, 18: verſe, - - | 
3» That Tits: 'was:bid to” ſetiin ordet 
Co _ wanting z before ſuch time as 
| be did ordain Elders in'every City ; that'is to 
ſay 'y dothou ſet the-Church'in a right or- 
der herſelf, before ſuch time as thou doſt pro= 
ceed tothe ordaining of 'Church officers” by 
layingonof hands ,' ordination gf officers, 
and ſerring of thinpsinorderare queſtionleſſe 
ewo ; for  indeed-ic is 'alogether 
unmect,and a prepoſterousway of proceeding, 
for Tirs+:co ordain them any officers by laying 
on of hands ; before tuch time as they werein 
t order themſelves! \, which order” is layd 
down fot a!l Goſpel-Charches us'the' marret 
of theirimitation:in Heb; 6;''1, 2; Burnow 
to anfwer . ſomevbjeRions, iff 
-x; Objeft. But: ſay fome, Thoſe which 
werethe former adminiftrators of thisprinci- 
pley..they-were Apoſtles; but now there are 
no:!fuch-;: therefore no -lawfull ++ adminiſtra- 
tors. COIN . SEOTST 
:Auſm, Tochis I ſhall reply, that thoſe in 
former tim:s, viz, Peter and 7ohw,did nor 
adminiſter laying on of hands by yertue of rheir | 
extraordinary ſending z- but by yertue'af cheir 
| ordinary 


T29] 
ordinary fendipgyas'is © in that A#s 8, 
of Peter and John their being ſent of the bre« 
threa which were at Jeruſalem for 'to goto 
Samaria , for to lay: hands on the Samarie 
tans,  Ifay it isvery'plain that oo did ir 
not by vercue of theit extraordinary call , bat 
by vectue of their ordinary call, _ And thag 
for this Reaſon , becauſe Philip bad no hand 
in this bufineſſe; for1t is plain he wis a wore 
ker of Miracles , and had an extaordinary 
call, yet he might not lay hands on the Sama- 
ritazs; and why ? becauſe nor: called of the 
Brethren to do this work, but forne tmnay 
ObjefP further, Thoſe that performed this 
work of adminiſtrators, could do Miracles, © 
eAnſw. That Peter and John# did not 
lay on hands as they were workers: of Mira» 
cles , but as they were ſent” forth by the 
Church of Chriſt to do che work ;' for if in 
caſe they had adminiftred laying on of hands 
as workers of Miracles , then turely Philip 
would haye had as great a ſhare in the admit» 
niſtration of this ordinance, as any of them, for 
he did work Miracles even to the admiration 
of thofe which did behold him, "As 8, 
TO > ES 
"1 2. Auſw. I (hall prove that "Miracles 
Were no effentials unto thoſe which are the ad 
miniſtrators 
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miniſcators ordinances ; fuſt be- 
boy T oifr Q Miracles o oven bur to 
ſome». T. Corinth. Chap, 12. 23, 29,vecrs 
wa notwithflandipg lawfull Adminiſtra« 
f Gods ordinances, It would be too te= 
Jon tginſtance-in ſeyeral particulars , I ſhall 
give yayone or tg inflanceayin the 1 place of 
ſolys the Bap, {ob.10,41,wherein it ig evidenr 
that nag h be did baprizc-and preach, 


t he Sd np Mingle; and then you haye 
Lovers other preſidents, as namely of Timg- 
hy ad Tires, who were bid to lay on hands, 


and warts d. no þ Your of Miracles;But ſome may I 1 


their laying an of hands was in 
one raery, Marwde 0A but not in the caſe 
zed believers; 

aq To this I (hall reply , chat as 

hee? Titus, hedid, itis yery probable, lay on 
bay on baptized belieyers ; as bath been 
lared by found Scripture conlſe- 
_—_ «bur as for Timothy , his laying an of 
on was in the caſe of Church«o 5; 


4- Anſw. In caſe it ſhould be granted 
thar, both of them ſhould lay bands on 
Church-officers ; yet this wlll not alex: the 
caſe; foraſmuch.a$ we do find in the 
ture thac. ſuch perſons which did formerly ay 


I 


I tterslaying on of 
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of bands gn Church-officers, mot 


; at ſhe were luchas could do Miracles. '% 


in thoſe Apoſtles which did tay their 
es on 'the ſeayen —_ , As in 
As 6. 647, 8 Afts 14. Pp. 23, verſe. 
Thereyou dau find Ply 5} Barnab as were 
ken of Miracles. Now ler us draw upche 
ſeſulc of the whole marcer; that is, it ſo be thar 
Timothy and 7 its are bid tolgy hands on 
Chuch Wien , wg they Lead dong 
do Wh gs Se 
co c rely the cale is 
Ea Wo bfolure gecelſity 
ired , that ny Oy (honld do 
del, _ "dias as now admigi= 


I. Reafe And that wy 7 this Reaſan, Bee 
cauſe of Pauls Loy junAion to them to admigi= 
ſer this , whi 2 petſors ſo. coinmand dots 
no ſuch qualifications as to, do 
cles, | 
""þ ns gk may then infergthar if "IE 


is Ne an for any 2dminie 
ltrator of laying on of har Oar, Chuche 


officers, for him to do Miracles ; then ther 
is not any tholuen of the adroinifra- 


- cale of bapiized believers , as 
I! make! moxe exident nt to you tercafcr, 
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vihen we come to anſwer ſome more objedti» 


ons concerning the adminiſtzation as well as 


the adminiftrator. . 
Some Queries OY Laying 03 "8 
hands. 


Firſt place,Whar parc of the body the ad- 
rainiſtrators are to lay hands on z and before 
ſuch cime as T ſhall þ eak unto chis' articular, 
I hall noclay KIEL any. pofitiye tion 
concerming this thin BT thatl part leave 
itasa libery ; Abt that becadls ir. isonly 4 
circumſtancial Toe , and notany fundaracn= 
tal point 2 yet neverchdleſſe I am willing ro 

ive my judgement in it, and that becauſe, per- 
haps ſome may.defire it ; . my judge ment is, 
that hands ought to be laid | , 5x wif of 
the party unto whom. ir is inified z my 
Reaſonsare ad followerh : 
| I. Reaſ, Ts, becauſe there ought to be 
a decency and comely order ig, reſpeRt of the 
wotſhip and ſervice o God , as. ;in_1, Cor, 
14, Chap. 49... veiſe, Deccicy and Or- 
derin this caſe doth moſt appear in { Frcs on of 


hands upon the moſt "noble © part of -man,which . 


is the head, becauſe every part of the man hah 


ſupply from the heady forasin that an oigring 
chat was upon the head of earn, all his 
garments 


4 


z 


| 
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Garmetits were anointed by the falling - 
down of that ſweet and nn Oint= 
ment; ſo likewiſe, Chriſt our head being 
anointed with the oil of gladnefle aboye his 
fellows , there it follows that all the mem- 
bers of his ſpirituall body are anointed with 
the ſame, though not for quantitie , -yet for 
qualicie, though not for meaſure , yer for na- 
ture 3- ſo that we may ſafelie conclude from 
what is before laid down ,that when bands are 
laid upon the hea are laid upon the many 
yea the whole man z 8nd that this part is the 
moſtdecenc part none will deny ; ſurely then 
it is fnolt convenient to lay bands on this parr, 


— 


I* and why ? becauſe 


2. Reaſ. Itisfaid in Scripture that hands 


: | _ Were laid upon thoſe which ſubjected unto 
It, as it is evident in A#s 19. 6, which 


doth clearly demonſtrate that were under 
the hands of the « Admiriftrator ; for ether- 
wiſe how could it be ſaid chat hands were laid 
upon them, if it was not upon the head of the 
party, then ir might be ſaid hands were laid 


| > onlome. part of them, 


In' thefourth place I ſhall come to demon 
| ficate what the Adminiffrators oughttodo 
as in relation unto the adminiſtration of ic, 
Firſtathey are hotel chem to p ray,as you 

may 


[34] | 
mayſceim A#s $. 15. and that fortheafli- 
ſtance of the Spiric þf God,as alſo for the con- 
firmarion-and _ _ _ fo 
fubjectiog chemſelyes 3 for doubtleſle praicr 
andlayingon of hands are of > irepgrhmi 

natuee; 'yet I do not denie bur there are other 
good'means provided of Ged, which may be 
yerie uſeful for the confirmation and (trengrh- 
ning the Saints ; yer notwithſtanding this is 
one good means; and therefore it was the way 


Paul! and Barnabas after they had preached | 


the doftrine of 'Chrift, (whereof this is a 


part 'none' can denie ) they then did confirm 
the ſouls of the Diſciples , and: exhorted them :; 


to continue in the faith, At 14. 22, which | 8 


confirmation doubtlefſe did conſiſt in that 
comfort which Paw! and Barnabas did pi 
them in che Scri 
forthem , this being the uſual praRtice of the 
Apoſtles when they went amongſt the. Bre= 
thren ; and forafmuch as it was the manner 


ofthe Admineftrators in former times to pray | 


before they did lay on hands, ir may therefor 
be queried 

" Whether Peter and Joby did pray: bochat 
2 time yea oro? = 1 S WL 


Anſw, TothisTanſwer, there is nothing | 


inthe rext,'n the-AF/,cicher one way or ano- 
Ul ther, 


as alſo praier: ro God 


oy 


I” hd 


w—_ 
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ther ,- and therefore I ſhall not poſitivelyde= 
rermine any thing of it , only. 1. (hall lay 
;udgments, that they did both yocal- 
lic prays- boch ata time; for . if in caſe 
they ſhould bave praied both at a gime ., ic 
would bave been .confuſion 5 and wuly me 
thinks, x. {orinth.. 14- 30, 31. datb give 
us ſome light incothis thing, ig'which cexe ic 
is clear chactbere was ſuch an order amongſt 
the ſervancs of God, that when anic thiogg was 
revealed unto them. , either by; propheciegor 
might edifie the bodie , chey did oblerye 
an order as $o.ſpeak-one by one z\-buc I bope 
none will be ſcrupulous ja this marrer , feein 
this is but a cixcumſtance z onely one W 
more unto this particular; that is, thatin caſe 
they had nor both of cher praied yocally one 
after another, then it would have been more 
proper for to have been ſaid, how that one did 
pray, and the other did join in praier; Whereas 
the text is yerie clear thattbe ſame parties did 
pray, which didlay hands on ; andthe text 
is very clear t they did. both Ia 
on hands ; if this be granced,, which indeel 
cannot be denied , we -then , ſhall clearly 
come to underftand how they praied , and that 
by conſidering 7 _ onſbands;fuft, ic 
2 is 


=.» pd - — 


— 
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is clear- that Jaying on 'of hands was viſibly 
done, ourwardly apparent, S;mon ſaw it, ſurely 
then praier was vocal audappatent, they both 
did pray ; and not as ſome would have it,one 
did pray yocallie s and the other mentallie, 
But ſome may quzrie further, did they lay on 
hands buth at a time, viz. Peter. and - John? 
the text 1s not clear in that paxticular,on- 
lie the text ſaith thus much, they laid on their 
hands on the Samaritans, they, in the plurall 
number.  T ſhall ſayno more as tothele cir- 
cumſtances, I hope thoſe which are judicious 
will not ſtand upon ſuch niceties as theſe are, 
bur rather will mind ſubſtantials,and fo T ſhall 
defire the Reader ro make his progreſſe' unto 
the next particular, and leaye this unto confi- 
deration. ; 


w_— lo. —— 
"—_— — 


C HAP. 1 I I I, 

Ts condhoning the ends wherefore laying on 
ofands it isto be adminifired upon bapti- 
zed £40 rd _ 

Am not ignorant that the whole weight of 
the. controverſie lies in the clearing up of 
this point, and why? becauſethere hath been 
2.Sieat deal of difference amongſt the people 
I? | } d a Wis . of 


i. 
of God*', 41d that as' ro the ends wherefore 
hands are to belaid lipon baprized believers; 
and alſo the ends whierefore they were laid up- 
01 baptized believes" in formet timeszthe con- 
tention about this point hath been ſo much che 
ſtronger,becauſe of ſame c6ntrarie ends which 
| have been propoſed by ſome in. oppoſition'uh- 
| tothoſe tight, ends which 1I{hall "here ay 
down; "And becauſe we tnay obſerve a right 

order and method forthe profic ot all,” I ſhall 
thetefore fuft lay down thoſe ends which I 

judgeto be. of moſt ſtrength and' life for the 

maintenance df what is formerly laid down; 

And chen I ſhall come in the nextÞlace to o= 

verthrow thoſe ſuppoſed ends which are 

broughe in by others. 42:8 

In the firſt place I ſhall afirm,that one end 

wherefore perſons are "ro have hands laid on. 
them, is, that.ſo they may be put into a fur- 
ther capacitie of going 0a to. perfeQion. | I 
would not here be miſtaken, I do not fay 0» 
thers who ha ve not ſubje&ed unto this hai. 
ple are no waies in a capacitie. of going on to 
perfeRion ; Bur this is that 1.do F564 | 
ly, that choſe baptized believers who haye 
ſubjeRed unts this truth;are pur into a furcher 
way of capacitie of going on. to perfeQion; and 
therefore this is one end wherefore it'is to be 
D 3 ſub- 
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wg Uhto,. as 20, 85 yapubyy ſee clearly, 


Ge Iy. 2+ 

the princi an 5g the Wn 7 
ys £25 perfettion. " "ot laying 4941 
the Fomndation of Repentance 7 © 
works, and of Faith towards God , of the 
Doftrine of Baptiſne5 and of laying enof bands, 
and of Kare} the dead, wS; eter= 


Kg 


Andia the thirdverſe,chis 
willwe dif God permit z what is it they 
woulddo? you may lee i it is tqgo on to. per- 
feQion ;, bur whaz 1s ic muſt be done by the 
Hebrews before going on 10 on ? why 
that the text doth y demonſttate, and that 
is leaving the prigiples of the doctrine of 


Chriſt whereof 1a ying on of hands was aparts 
not, ſaith the Apollle laying again rhe founda- 
tion.z; which two terms 7 | old you. before, 
291 A ea ſubjeXion_ tothe Dodrine of 
after Urea ſubj on, bere. 1 Is a 

pin ON t6 perfeion in ine o f Jeſus, 
Forchin cheſe words, - and bf vilw e ds 

ifs 2d pi mechinks the wn in 
verſe of this Gap ter alludg_unto 2 

Builder that is, laying a REs ofa, 
houſe, in which "uy mos ole be, h pe foa 3 


ronſtrate unto us that E ſhall he. al; 
As unable of peeing the work of chri 


= 
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in caſe we do not ſubje& unto that Do. 
go. of Hs which is tbe foundation of all 
Golpe ſpe] worſhip, I fay we ſhall be as mg 
ble as a vb ts houſe is of figi 
complearip his houſe, in caſe he doth not bay 
aſſure foundation ; which if not Jaid, be can 
never haye praiſe of his work : and there« 
fore this wp en yeromay hands are 
to be layd v leyers.fvery whit 
as mie TN end wil fland , and that 
inthe Jayiog of his foundation , giz, to 
etend be Bia perfe& his building : andif 
oo 5nbs n be Mall bella mean 
theywf the gatherd churches)of our timges,haye 
- need to receive a caution from the Apoile, _ 1 | 


220 (or 3.10.there you ſhal find Chriſtin his do» 


ine being the foundation layd by Paul and 
others every one is to be carefull bow he builds 
thereon for ſeyeral Reaſons which ate there 
layd down , which I cannot now Ragd upon.: 
he that will build aright, muſt preſſe on a ſub- 
jeioa, unto the ine of ] clothes fo them ſo there 
may þe a onto no thoſe web 
hoes {ſo Es) BY but T ſhall ok this firſt 
end, and —_ unto the next, _ 

Secondly, wherefor2 baptized belieyers 
ought to bas la ing on of hands,it is to com= 
pleat their ſubjeQion > by relation unto the 
princi- 


WO. 
principles of the foundation. The Apotle 
tels the Coloſſians how that they were come 
pleat in Chrift, Co/, 2. 16, Now let us cone 
fder whatitis to be in [Jeſus Chriſt ; if you 
look iato the Scripcure , you ſhall find ir is to 
to be in his DoQrine, 2. Loi, Tobn g. here 
you ſee what it isto be in Jeſus Chriſt; and is 
not this principle of laying on of hands part of 
of che fundamental ng, Heb. 6. 1, 2. 
well then , theſe tingobelng ng conſidered , we 
now conclude with afety , that laying on'of 
hands upon baptized believers is to 7 alin 
them in reſpe&t of the firſt principles of the Do- 
&ine of Chriſt to compleart a thing is to pet= 
fetic , asT hall inflance, fora man to com» 
eat the foundation of an houſe is to perfe& 
It ;. and ſo to complear our obedience unto the 
foundacion Dodtine is to perſeR it; I mean 
in reſpe& of aur ſubjeAtian unto chole xruths, 
the foundation of which was layd long 90 
for the matter of our imitation. And noj we 
are ſpea king of being com pleat in Chriſt, 
may « FW eo AGouiſh: of complearieſſe 
that is to pur 2 difference between our being 
compleat in reſpe& of the firſt princi ples , and 
of our being compleat' , and Ghar "5 relation 
uato our going on to | perfeQtion - itis the 
fotmer we ſpea Tak of , oY not the latcer ; the 
former 
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former may be done in a lictle while, the lacs 

ter is the work of our whole life ; and there- 

fore theereat /ehovah hath appointed and et 

| ſorne in' the Church, Firſt , « ApoFles, Sev 
| condly, Prophets, Evangelifts , ſome Pas 
ſors and Teachers, for the edifying the Body, 
for the work of the Miaiſteryfor rhe perfetts 
ing of the Saints, till we all come inthe mnity 
of he faith \, to the knowledge of the ſon of 
Godasis evident. Eph;4 11412, 13. 
Now I pray you confider, chat if the work 

of the miniftery is to perfe& the Saints, as muſt 
needs be granted , then I ſhall demand how 
the Saints can ever be perfected , and that by 
the Builders of our times, in caſe they do not 
manifeſt more care of building upon the foun- 
dation ? ſurely theſe things rightly confide- 
red will .clearly manifeſt that this is a very 
ſubtantiall end , wherefore one oughtto 
ſubje& unco the adminiſtration of this princi« 
'  ple,and why the other ought to ad miniſterit, 
' Fforindeeditisthe Saints duty to be compleat 
in all the will of God, according unto 

Coloſſe 4. 212, | 

3. End , wherefore laying on of haids is 

to be adminiſtred unto baptized believers, 
,  Isto compleat the order of their ſubjeRion, 
and therefore God which is the wiſe diſpoſer 

of 


”- 
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of all things, is called firſt, a God of order 2 2$ 
iaallche Churches of the Saints, x, Corinth, 
24431- Aadalſo it was a macter of great re- 
joizingtothe Apolile-Paxl for to. behold the 
order of the Church ofthe Coloſſians, Coleſſe.2, 
5. There ought to bean order in the _admi- 
nifiracor of laying on of hands, and ſo like- 
wiſe in the ſubjects ; the Adminiſtrators to 
do it afcer baptiſm, and the ſubjeQtsto yield 
toirtnext after bapiſm, Bur ſome may ob- 
jet and lay , that thoſe Adminiſtrators in 
As 8. 15,17. didpray before they did lay 
on hands; to that prajer was the next thingin 
order; to this I anlwer , that prayer was an 
atrendanc ynto laying on of hands,and cannot 
well be ſeparaced from it, no more than it. can 
from any other ordinance of God) in all thingy 
our req ueſis are to bemade known unto Ged 

therefore the text in «Ads faith , then they 
laydtheir bands on them; then, when ? that 
isat ſuch time when they had prayed ; here 
you-ſec prayer and laying on of joyned 
ro : ' And it ſecondly appears in the next 
place , that cthenext thing in order. which the 
Sam 4ritan: did ſfubjeft unto, was laying on 
ofhands;and this 18 agreeable unro that order 
layd down in Heb. 6. 1, 2. But ſome may 
reply and lay , that the order of words.is not 
to 


— 
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to bexegarded in.chis rexr, and. thar becauſe 
wee find repentance placed | bef 
faich ; Now ſay they, faith is to be the | 
thin ; formed, and tance afterw 
letthis be grantedyyet the caſe is not the 
and that for this my it $4rue, we 
find repentance. is placed before faich in this 
place, yer we do not find ary example that 
it was eyer mac | before ial ba x fac 
I aying on of hands,you may fee a p in 
p/ 78. des which, did ſubze&, unto, it 
\ nextinorder unto baptiſm as it is placed next 
in order unto baptiſm in Heb. 6.1, 2. 19 
that the caſe is notthe Tame, for although wa 
ought not to regard the order of words in ſome, 
laces of ſcripture , 464. en Cn 
cially whea the Saints practice is agreeable. 
unto the order which is Jaid down. | 
4.. End wherefore baptized belicyers 
ought to haye hands laid onthers ; and. that1s 
to demonſtrate their.love to Jeſus Chriſt, 1.Ep. 
Toha 2. 3, 4, 5- for ſaith the Apeſtlegzboſos. 
ever keepeth his wordsgjn him werily.is che. 
love of God perſefted, Tohn 14. 15. if you 
love me , faich Chriſt, keep my command- 
ments, But ſome may queſtion whether this. 
be a command of Jeſus ; ts this I ſhall ſpeak 
further hereafter , and ſhall make ic appear, 
that. 


7 
that this principle of the dodtrine of Jeſus , is 


4 ivaJencunto 2 command * Jeles - bur if 


this could not be proved y yeeall will grant it 
is the _ Je __ cext faichthar the 
love of God is perteRed. in ſuch as keep his 
words; Iam ied yaa if there could oe 0- 


'  therendproduced why there ſhould be ſuch a 


ſubjeionin baptized believers , which are 


_ theſubjeR of laying on of hands, and ſuch 


an aAtinginthe Adminiſtrators as to this parti- 
cular, yer this would earry {rfficienc'ftr 

a long with it,to convince. many a poor ſoul of 
the rruch of it; for indeed we are not to per» 


form any duty unco Chriſt for our ſelf-ends,or 


finifter reſpeRs, bur out of pure love unto him 
this love of Jeſus Chit ic: muſt be like unto 
the Maſter-wheel in the clo:k, which muſt ſer 
all the reſt a going; fo that indeed if the great 
wheel of Grill loye . doth not move our 
hearts and ſouls, chen all che ceſt of the facu's 
nies will but flag ; all thoſe other ends which 
men may propole unto themſelyes, for worth 
and yalew, are not comparable unto this end; 
and therefore T ſhall waye chis , and come to 
ſpeak of thoſe ends which ſomee«ſuppoſe was 

reaſon whereſo:e baptized belieyers 
did ſubj2Kunto laying 01 of hands, that fo in 
theglaſſe of the word you may behold = 
ace 
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face of the one and the face.of the other, thgr 
you may ſee that beauty of the one, and the. 


A ſwppoſed end brought in by ſome. 


Our diſſenting brethren are plealed: to lay - 
down this for an end, wherefore baptized be« 
lievers had hands laid upon them , that isfay 
they, - that baptized believers might receivethe 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit ; they do ſeem 


| _ toground the firength -of | this aſſertion upon 


two {criptures,the one is in Atts 8, 154 16. 
yerſes, | vi 
This text faiththat when Peter & lohncame 
- downto Samaria,. they prayed for them that: 
they might receive the holy GhoRt, for axyet 
ſaith the text, he was fallen pon noxe of they 
only they were baptized in the name ef the 
Lord leſus: and after they bad layd hand; on 
them, if you read the 18. verle, you ſhall 
find Simon taking notice of their adminiſtrati« 
on, for ſaiththe text ,' when Simon ſaw that 
through the laying on of the ApoHes hands, 
the holy Gheft was given, he offered thens 
monyy ſaying , give me this power, that on 
whom ſoever I lay on hands , he may receive. 
the holy Ghoſ# ; that which they deduct 
from hence are theſe two things: Firft, 


; inet, 
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 thathere was anjentragedinary gife 
Prin Gholt piven. 
5 Th this was the end where- 
fore they hail _—_ 
Anſam. Iothe + purmom queſti- 
onable whether here was an exraolinr 


- given by laying on of And why? 
here is nomention of copfich wenn 

col is ſaid. they recerved 
{o indeed I do belicye 


ma ein our obedience —— 
the manifeſtations of his grace 
Sireimwour fouls, ARS. 31s 


#0: law chacche Holy Ghoſt was given, theres 
fore it was exnaordin 
" eAnſv, To this L anſwer it. doth not 
therefore follow it was exrraordinary;and that 
becauſe an ordinary thing'is as ſoon beheld 
83 an exiraordi 
Secondly , Sim0 Mages was 2 . carnal 
wicked man, and forought T know he might 
moment ry -'a$much as he was in 
q >; 8 to buy thatof them 
ich? —_ e of their mates þ the 1 9, ver. 
_ he 


Objeft But it may be further objeQteds5i= | 
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he ſaith, give me this power , in which expreſ. 
ſioa he 5d molt fearfully bewray his _ 
norance; For Peter and John had no ſuc 
power as to give the holy Ghc{ co thoſe 
on' whom they layd their hands ; for you 
ſhall find them in A#s 4. 9, Io. when 
were examined of the miracles they did uno 
the man who lay at the beautiful gate of the 
Temple, they did diſclaim ic as in relation un- 
to themſelves, therefore you have them breath» 
ing out theſe ſweet expreſſions in the 10. verſe, 
Be it known unto you all, and to all the pee 
ple of Iſracl,that by the Name of Jeſus Chri 
of Nazareth, whom yee crucified, and hany 
npon 4 tree , whom God rayſednup fromthe 
dead, byhins goth this man Rand whole bee 
fore you; here you ſee it was done in thename 
of Jeſus, that is, by the power of Jeſas , for 
ſo the word Name fignifieth ;\ lo that the 
concluſion will be this, if by the power of Je- 
ſas, then not by the power of Peter 'and Johns 
and hence ir is you have Peter and 7obn ptay 
unto God, that frgnes and wonders mi 
by the name or power of Jeſus, asita 
As 4. 21. 30," fo that by this youmay 
lee Simon EMagss his miftake, 
Obieft; But ſome may objeRtheſe were 
the words of the Holy Ghoſt comaintd 
| in 
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in As $. as concerning Simon Ma- 
#5, 
: eAnſw, They were the words of the Holy 
Ghoſt ſo far as to relate to_ us. Simons Mie 
ſtake , that ſo we might take heed 'of tris 
buting too much unto men gas he did to Peter 
and Joh», hethinking of them aboye what 
was meet; _ truly by Peters words it 
inly appears he was miltakea, I mean S- 
Po — in the 20, yerſe Peter ſaid to him, 
thy money periſh with thee, becanſe thou 
thonghtFt the gift of God may be purchaſed 
with money; ASmuch as if Peter ſhould have 
faid, thou art utterly miſtaken S102, for to 
- think or once imagine how chart it is in our 
power to give thee this; no, thou art decci- 
yed, itis the gift of God, 


Objef#,. Bur it may be father objeRed,: 


That it was' an extraordinary gifr,wbich the 
Samaritans received, becauſe Peter and 
Tohn payed that they might receive the hol 

Ghoſt, for the tex: fan in the 16. _ 
Eu as yet he was fallen uponnone of them] 


This is a Parenthefis , and whether it be al- 


binding. is ſome queſtion , . but in 


caſe we take it into the matter, yet it will 


not prove the point in hand, 
All that it will proye is only thus much, 


that. 


AIG « | y09...  2.92..3-5: > Qo 2 Ob. hos wy Q A352 ov tKaubew OG&A» wv am Cc. 
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that the boly Ghoft was an effeRof their ſub- 
zeRion unto *he Rules ofthe Goſpel: But now 
to come cloſe to the point in hand » Suppoſe it 
ſhould be granted by way of ſuppoſition, that 
theſe in receiving the Holy Ghoſt did -recei ye 
the extcaordinaty oifts, yet,this is nothing to 
ove what the Anta gonift ſaith ( viz.) "that 
fa aying on of hands | x baptized beleyers , 


was to this cnd,'thatt mightreceive the Wy 
irit; and why, be- 


rraordinary gifts of the 5] 
e in laying down 


caule here is a great miſtake 
this ir we an 4 fofin \chis here 18 no diffe- 


Tence pur berween the dof athiog,and the 


 EffeRof a thiog: men commonly —_ their 


® cad before band. , that is, before chey doe 
their work; but the effe& follows the work 
done © © Asfor inſtance, the end wherefore 
rhe tusbaidman plows and ſowes,is, that he 
may bave his'ground fruicfall; the effe& it © 
may ſo fall out,thar ir will be barren. Aeaing 

che'end Wherefore ſuch a yy b builds 6 


18s, that hemay dwell in it; __—_—_ 
may ſofalf out,chac ir way be own own of 


i Winds, atd {o become. Te, Again, Iſhall, 


give you'another inſtance;Two. Miniſters of 
Citi 80 toſucha placeto preach, their 
end is to conver: ſouls, the effe& is, they. are 

| clapt % in pfiſcy, and perſecuned, as ſome 
E - haye 


their la ng on 
1 fincere in their 


hands; itis a 


ther 


receividg the Holy 


Eb A 
ſubjeAic 
ritans Were. So you 
the extraordinar y gifts of the 
poſed to be an ing; where 
"Aﬀferrion that theix | 
'was in an extraordie * 
nary va way -and of 'of all diſpute tis, that their IJ 
ving the Holy Ghoſt, whether in an ordi- } © 
nary way or ex:raordinaty was any end at all F 
whetefore they of Sartraria had hands. laid on * 
. ſo thatthe Text in. A#s $8. is Alcoge- 
eechleſs for the maintaining at 
20ainftthe Poſition laid down in the. beg 
of this | Chapter - Neither 
19. 2, 5, 6. prove any ſuch thing a. ome. 
would haye ic, all that can be; 
| thence is, that the receiving the, © Holy, Gboll 
b\ was an effet of PayPs wot 
a tion of laying on £ hands ('v wa 
DP if; Epheſs ” - mew $ 


_— a8 " 
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\ have been; Agdeo draw up the Conclufionof 
the whole matter, Peter and. John were ſent 
down to Samar, the end was to lay hands 
on the Samaritans, the fe was , = re= 
ceiyed the Holy Gholi:, So thatby 
be here ſaid, is qnely thus much ,namely *hat 
the receiving ce Holy Ghoſt was. "thi eff:&_ of 
t6 ſuch perſons as are 
to it, as the Sam%a- 

that the receiving * 


ha can 


wi is but ſup» 


in the adminitra- | 


laid on 


hing | 


o 
piniog | 


will the Ter. Aﬀts: 


gathered 


unto_the 
we (hall 
come 


{ - frerewbich did follow this praQtice in former 
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_ more fully 'to demohifirate in” the nexr 


__ 1nd Gigs mean while for this ſo 
much ſhall ſuffice, 


CHaPp, V, 


(ontains thoſe effofts which baptized Belies 
vers moy expett after ſuch time aa they 
have had hands laid 0 chem, | 


Know itis much expected by many,that 
I ſhould demonſtrate what y mami 


times, as alſo what! thoſe effeRts are which 
may be expeted by tlie praftitioners is this 
Our age . On not i nt that theſe wa 
things are muchin queftiongnd'in order there« 
unto I ſhall by os affiftaace ſpeak unt6 
thern both'as they 1 in order. © 
And in che fitft place unto thoſe effects 
which did attend che __ of layi oft of 
hands in former times] afend ae the 
gifcs of the Holy Ghoſt = why the practice 
of laying on of hands,” bt not as hoy effrel 
als co ir, 48 dothi appeat in As 8, 17, 18, 
In this text ic is eyidene that here was a further 
reception of the Holy Ghoftto thoſe perſons of 
1 - 0  - —_——_ 
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Samaria which had (ubjeRed unto laying on 
of hands: - Bur that here was an excraordina- 
ry receiving of the _y Ghoſt cannot be 
made apparent , I mean ſuch an —_y 
receiving of the Holy. Ghoſt , ſo asto ſpea 

with tongues , and todo miracles , us tome 
have afficmed, but as yet no: proved, of which 
thing I have ſpoken more largely inthe prece - 
dent Chapter z and indeed we may = poghe 
clude , that here was no ſuch extracrdinary 


oifts beſtowed upon the Church of Samaria, 
and why ? becauſe we donot find that any of 


them did ſpeak with tongues , and propheſie, 
as moſt gs they did Kan Holy 
Ghoſt did fall upon aoy perſons in an extraor- 
dinary manner, as you may ſee in As 2, 1,24 
3» 4 whenthe day of Penticoſtwas fully 
come ,. they ſpake with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gaye them. utterance. | 

Objeit. But perhaps ſome may obje& 
and fay, that the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit . did at ſome times go along with this 
pract,ce; and for to ftrengthen their objeRion, 
perhaps they may produce Mis '19. 6, in 
which-ir'is evident fay they , that when Pax/ 
had layd his handsupon thoſe certain Diſciples 
he met with at Epbefss ,. the text ſaich, they 
ipoke wich rongues and propheſied, 

_ Anſw 
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Anſw. Ta the fult place be it granted tha® 
t hefe people did receive the extraordinary gifts 
ot the Spirit, | 

Yetin the ſecond place theſe extraordinary 
oifts of the Spirit did not always attend this 
pracice,as I ſhal inftancein Heb, 6. 1,2,3.a5 
alloin Chap, 5.12,13. there you ſhill' ſee 
| that the Hebrews were ſuch as wene under he 

denomination of babes, and ſuch as had need 
of milk,and weze altogether uncapable of res 
cei ving or digeſting ſtrong meat;ſuch as were ſo 
far from receiving any ex:caordinary gifts of 
the Spirit , as that they were mote fic ro be 
ravghe, than to teach others,as hath been for- 


1 merly made manifeſt unto you;ſo thatall which 
— Can be gathered from the preceding objectt- 


on, is only thus much,namely, that at ſome» 
times the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit did 
 immediatly enſue uato thoſe perſons which 
did ſubje& unto chis truth, viz. laying on of 
hands 3 but yet it will not therefore Flow 
thac theſe gifts are any effencials unto laying 
on of hands ; nay, I dare be bold to fay, how 
chat the excraordinary gffrs of the Spirit are fo 
tar ar a diſtance from being any effeotials unto 
laying on of hands upon baprtiz2d belicyers, as 
they are to any other ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which isnotatall ; fo thirT mutt rieeds tell 
E 3 my 
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my Avtagonift,; viz. how that laying on of 
hands will Rand as fitm and unmoyable in 
theſe our dayes, | wi any ſuch extraordi » 
nary appearance of the Spit, as formerly ; as 
doth appear by the follows reaſons: bonne 
the extraordinary appearances of the Spirit 
weretothis end, 

Firſt, namely to confirm the whole do&rine 
of the Goſpel unto us,” Adark 16. laſt verſe. 
Now if that che a ce of mizacles was to 
this end and pnrpole, furely then we may fur- 
ther conclude, and that with ſafety, how chat 
the uſe of miracles then was to confirm & rati- 
fie this principle of laying on of hands to be a 
truth, for as mnch as1t 1s part of the DoQtine 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; another Scripture proot is in 
Heb. 2. 3,4. in which texc it is very evident 
that every part of the DoAtine of Jeſus,and of 
the miniſtery of the Apoſtles, hath been ſuffi- 
ciently witnefſed unto , confirm'd and ratified 
by miracles; for thetex: faith in the 3.4. ver- 
les,God bearing them witneſſe bath wuh ſign 
and wonder iy and divers miracles,aud gifis of 
the Holy GhoFt according to his own will, 
ſorhat we may honelily conclude- from - this 
text, thatneither miracles, nor the extraordi- 
nay gifts of the Spirit were any abſolute or 
eflential atrendantsto the DoRrine of Chriſt, 


OT 


(95 7 
or of his Apoſtles, bur only were wrought oc- 
cafionally according co the - will of Ged; 
namely, ro confirm that Do&trine which was 
ro femain- a fnndiog truth for ſucceedirg ge= 
herationg,as to be tlie matter of their imitation, 
char fo the ſons of ten might haye a furt and 
_ Certain rule co wal by: ©- TID "1 
2. Reaſ. Why rhijdtits and the exttaor- 
dinary gifts of the Spiric aft not eferitial unto 
laying on of hands, is, becauſe theſe extraor- 
dinary appearances df God ate not effentiall 
unto any other ordinances of God, as T might 
ſhew you in preaching and prayer, ard ſeverall 


3 others, Now I know there is none will once 


go abcurto deny ehele two former to be Gods 


Fo ordinances + ard yerif you look into rhe 
JT mwcrdof God you ſhall ficd', that when the 


| Feryants of the Lord haye been both preaching 
the word , © andalfoperforming the duty of 
prayer unto God, I ſay that tn the performance 
of both theſe duties , the extraordiaary gifts of 
the Spint have attended themg As is apparenc 
1n the Scripture of truth. And firſt for preaching 
of the word , ſee «Atits 10. 44. thereit is 
evident , thatin the interim of trge:, © while 
Peter was preaching the' word , the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on all them*which heard'the word, 
aS in the 45, verſe <4 which when th*y of the 

E 4 Circume 


OE DEE i es. ea. ol 
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Circumciſion believed, they were aſtoniſhe to 
ſee that on the Gentiles 'was poured” "aur . the 
oifr of the Holy Gboſt, Now let us conſider 
with our ſelyes what ſhould - be the reaſon 


— why there ſhould be ſuch tnighty appearances }, 
of aſi amely at this time; 7 lkecdly we C0 
may —_ it was tothisend, that is to ſay, | - 


to confer this ordinance of - preachingthe 
word to be a landing ordinance to continue Þ + 
until Chrifls a eafter the reſurretion, F 
as other ordinances ſhall- ; ſo that its clear by 
what hath been before laid, how that we may 
ny more tye up the- extraordinary gifts of the 

piric uato laying on of hands, than we may 
—_ Preaching Ky 


thele -mpiaaty gifts did arcend layiog on 


the word, andthat becaule., F 


of hands upon baprized - believers, no more Wo 
than they did the Preaching of the word; and F ©? 


thar was to confiem.che truth of chem. both to 
the ſons of men; 1o thar in relation unto what 
. the Artargoriſt hath to fay againſt this truth of 
Jetus Chrilt wpon this account , I ſay that his 
objzeAion may be returned upon his. own. head 
ſo full a$ he will be neceſficated rocanfefle 
rhatevecy.ctighvis confirm'd by miracles; and 
{oro copfelſe the caſe or che poiot.in. band ; or 
elſe, to.; ſhew.: or -demonſirace ſome fucchec 
growl from the word of Gol, why che ex:ras 


ordinary 


i 
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ordinary gifts of che Spitirſhould now be ex. 
fied, _ checaſe re 
and not beexpeted in wow ſubj unto 
IG truth ; which thing if once: done by 
if will ſeem tome ro be a piece of pln. 
D:Arioe not yer ſp of;--: And 19 the next 
placeas.torhe d rayery you _ 
= while che a were prayicg unco God, 
the place was ſh 
were al ds nate 
1- We may every Whit as y 
_ upon. Nag 4 oy namely ths he! 
might receive the Holy. m_ enemies 
oh - SU trace 
\ county — and fondly ghd; but in» 
deed it is abſurd coaffirm they did. eicher upon 
any fuch account... ; Ti here enlarge-m 
ſe|f upon the marternow in hand, bur I{ 
what hath been ſpoke is ſufficicar ; only - 
much 1 deſire. the Am: agoniſt ro take notice 
of, thar I have proved laying on of Keg 
be 2 truth unto which baptized belicyers 
to yield ſubyeRion-., alchough. they difcera no 
extraordinary gifis of the Spigic to accompany 
it; for indeed: ic is a Noun Subliantive in this 
caſe, and not- a Noun AdjeRive, 1c will fland 
by it ſelf, and plead for it 1elf,as well as pray- 
cr, preaching of the word, and bapiif m., Bur 


ſome 


to one ruth, . 


We 
with wr gt rig ind dts 


p——— p-— 4p ee _—— — — —- 
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ſore will ſay 4 Wirſochac che extraordinary 
gifts of the Spivie vrve! to confirm the trach of 
Gods word?and rhitevery with being ſo ra- 
- ſabjetgs 1 wha Lay bers 
to ucix6s ir &queltio- 
er frer by ſome as bak 
"Queſt, /#hethey,, the s of God 
ongbr to defer their obei Kh Bow 
tr#ths of Jeſus ChMIfly'vll fiuch tince as they 
ſee thee #iraordinry wanifeſtationt of the 
Spiri rofi God, 2 3H Y | 27 

Anſ.Thatthe people of God ought not to 
defer theirobedicnee upon fuch a don, 

I, wu br ym ob word Wy 
already been ſufficiently confirm'd by miracles, 
and theextraordinaty giftsof rot 


2. Reaſ, Becaſe ih caſe miracles ſhould ©. 


be given again , / ie! Would not be to confirm 
the 'word to be a"truth;,ahd why? iris done al- 
ready,and needsno' ſecond confirmation © fo 
chatwe cannot have a better of our 
faiththan we now haye. And thirdly 
+ 3« Reaſ, There is 4 orcat _ of danger 
Lauen ing to obey this' word: which hath 
een  plodioull ro oo fet ſo fignallyma- 
aifeſted to the ſons of mien” ;- as iseviden! in 
J— 
2, Queſt; may b&#"thar if the word be 


COM- 


F< Godwill then manifeſt himſelf I cannor poli» 
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confirmed b ſuch extraordinary gifts of the 
ſpi m__ {4 may be demanded whather ſaints 


ought to look. far the extraordinary gifts of | 


the Spirit at all, yea or n0gin theſe our days? 

eAnſw. News tively unto ſome part of the 

2 aq, that Saivts, ought. pot. to look: for 
t 


extraordinary 


to bea truth , becauſe you have beard-ir bach 
been done already, we may as well look for a 
new Golpel,as up9n this account, = 

3, Anſw. But ſecondly,wbether the Saints 
ought to wait for the extraordinary guifts of 
the Spiric upom-an accountatall , 


"IÞ ing in the fulneſſe of che Gemtr/es ; and how 


tively declare , andtherefore 1 ſhall leave this, 
becauſe ic isnor ſo pertinent unco the thing 1a 
— hand , and(hall waic upon-God for a further 
making out of this queſtion to- my foul z- and 
I hallnow come to make goad my promiſe 
at the beginning. of the Chapter z, - and 
that is,now'to demonſtrate thole effects which 


do always attend (incere hearted Chriſtians, I- 


mean as1n relation unto their ſubjecting we 
this principlecalled laying on of nds. upon 
baptized believers. 1, Eſſeh, 


— 


"Tow _— Jab; © WYhSocgy - : " TS 
__ = an >... CE On money ns. p 


gifs for.to confirm the word / 


*: | oF NO. + 
& 4s to-this Iſhall noraþfalurely deny it, be- 

| Cauſe know the Loxd hatha great workto 
27 do,namelythe calling of tbe Jews and bring» 
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1. Effet is a molt ſweet and precious 

yn en , anda delightfull fellowſhip 
the Goſpel , as you NN rae. 
Chin ” the: lows 4, 2.41 ,41,46.7 hey 
did eat their meat with gladnes andfinglenes 
of hza#t that is, withabougdance of joy, and 


with a ſea'of com as I may ſay;and1 pra 
ju confidet who For Jo Ns ae is, ſuch e 
bjeged uns the A offlesdogrive how- 


ever ſome men may 


upon this precious = 


oth wich a ſquits/oyE;-« and oI fo judge i it tobe FF 


of a dividing nature, and hence it is ſome hayz 
called it gas wk; foe and Churcherenzin 

doctrine ; yerthey mult give me leave to fl 
them, how thar they are very much miſtaken, * 
for ic bears no ſuch fruits, neither doth ir pro=/ 


duce any ſuch effeQs , as' thoſe experierced -- F 
ſonls can faithfully declare which have ſub» | © 


jeed toir, The Apoflle Pax/doth very ful- 
y declare who thoſe Church-Renters are, ard 
what that doQtrine is that tears the Church in 

pteces,as you may clearly apprehznd ,Rom. 16. 

17, Mark them , faith the wiſe Apoſtle, 
which cauſe deviſe ons amongit you, contrary 
unto the doftrine you have learned, and avoyd 
them : here is a very ſeaſonable piece of ad- 
vice given untothe Church' of Rome , from 
hich y W2 - may dedu& , that ſuch perſons 
which 


©” ms, 


[61] 
which preach and practize contrary unto the 
doQrine of Chriſt, they are thoſe which cauſe 
. divifions atnongſt the people , and no: thoſe 
' which, fland up to . yindicate the cruths of 


' Chriftsdogpine; ſothar if now the dodtine 
4 ” of laying\on of hands be not of a dividing na- 


© thecff of fubjeRion unto that principle,is a 
©: foccr and precious fellowſhip, , and 2 happy 
JT communion thole prope do enj>y Which are 
3 under that pratice, - "£Þ> 
* > Ede which may be expected by ſych 
3 prrſoos who haye ſybzeRed unto this Truch, 
3 and that is more of the manifeſtations of Gods 
WW Spirit unto their ſouls, 'alchough' not ſuch ex-. 
- eraordinary givingsforth. of the Spirit as to. 
wb kers of indeed 
"= ſuch they are partakers of as ate indee 
""y | no fe tions of God: for thiss 
certaing the further progreſs any ſoul makes 
| in Chriſtianity, the moreof Gods Spiric they 
ſhall receive, as is appatent in As 5, 32. in 
which you ha ve hoo $ op he reſt or the A- 
» es teſtifying unto ple , that , 
pot witneſſes of Chriſt _— and bY 
the Holy Ghoſt whor1 God hat 
themthat obey bim: ſo that you may ſee 
from hence, that the reception of thy Foo 
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ewe, then we may very fairly conclude, thac 


and doe Miracles : bus. 
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[62] -. 
Ghoſt is an &ffe&t of the Saints ſubjeRing unto 
rhe truchs of God; and therefore ic is iweetly 
__ to thoſe which doobty him. Another 
worms arr Scripture we have for the 
maki ir of this affettion is. Tt:t 
in wt ou have 2 clear SE x 40 " 
ving b Ain oly Ghoſt ro on woke Th * 
hind. 'Y Hor” ts a further reftimon __ 
Teuthi1do believe there are many he LA 
tie Ip chat pritici- 


e who der ihe 
propels ſay he are, may 


le que roomy 

who 1w ctices. 
, > Sith tay: 

ences, Pres to deal 


in thiscaſe': but It 
their own Ce 111 
ſach oppoſites they have :or aflured 1 am wk | 
det: pdffons which': are incredalous of be. Ny 
Iieving tie Scripcure Tecordin this ching,” chole_. ND 
perſons will be mych more incredulousof be. 3 
ieving the Saidts ex eperedees 7 ws r ng | 
ſeak 0 o further of t thisthing 
pears urn ng arithb a, 
wlll more mate on 'of xiie'$ 
alm $7. 1.3 7+ rophet' Fg 
Les fig LI, Liod, andchar in.refes * 
red unto her foundafiog,for i in the firſt verſe | 
he faich, the foundation i in the holy moun- 
rain, andin the 3, Yerſe be ſaith, glorious | 
things are ' Fokey of thee thow C ity of __ | 


143] 
andia che Jt park: he; $idy Aghe forks 
rings are in her 34s much as 1 uld 
lo Lau mares io her _—_— 
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afance of the Lord Jefusunto myſticalSion, 
which ſhould fall out 'to' be in che Goſpel 
times; in 'which words” che Prophet would 
have us take notice, that God will be. abun- 
dantl y gracious unto thoſe which are compleat. 
ly bullſajon the foundation; I fay the Lord 
will be (enced "gy y 960d unto his People, 
a$ to the manner of his lote, as that -he: will 
cnlarpehisloving kindneſstherefore you have 
that ſweee expreſſion inthe 21; -vearle, there 
the Plorious Lord will bewnto bi Feople A 

place of broad Rivers and gallant FFreams ; 
2s much as if che Prophet ſhould layghey ſhall 
the Lord in a coinfortable manner, who' 
is the otfelz inlargemenc-of bis 'fervants, ſo as, 
that'they ſhall nor' be'tditned' in oy Com" 
for's, _ their ok 
X tbundantly y inlarged 
in rn At the raſa of Gods Fre as well 
as the nifanner; and hence ir” is _che* Proptic \ 

adds of Rivers and Str24Þj's,whichthal _— 
ry the tieatts of Saints aloft, ſo glorioully,,. as ' 
that they will be moye'not to . aw their he 
fidence fomuch in theſe inferiour comforts; ay 
will in ſuperiouc_inj nts - this will 
_— effet of jeg oye the Do&tine of 
Chriſt, asalſoof ſtanding faft in it; T "mean 
of ſuch perſons who do ſuvje& unto” it-out of 
the 


nes, rior in their li" ,, © 


[65] 


the fincecityof their heats : but I ſhall ſay 
no more of this, but (hall proceed unto ed 
next. 
> Bia which may be expeRed of thole 
| = s who do ſubje& unto laying on. of 
a Fands, isa beipg further firengchned in, Gods 
Have as appears in Epheſ, 2, 20, 31s in 
which words we have the Apoſtle bya fimilis 
onthe fandation of a houle git being fit 
framed together ; I ſay he doth by this dee 
thac lavincible| Rreagth, as alſo that won+ 
1 tull growth which ſhall bs made manifeſt 
: Soars, after ſuch rime as they are builc 
. upon the fowndation of the Apoſtles and Proe 


3 phetr, Jeſus Chrift being the chief. cornev 
7 © #Fomeywhich corner ſtone keeps all the building 
|. _ ether; that being che proper uſe of the cor 
7 nerRone; (© that it muſtneeds be grantedgthat 
| "Thereis a (hong building when therSainw are 

| builcupon che foundationg-and why? becauſe 

| iris thepowerofCimiſtywhich keeps them to- 
| hey and then again they are {0! gucb the: 

| er,' becauſe-wh ey bl builr,upon the 

-» be ation,they are then 

| andindeedthe Fly framing (Aww [ones 
in dent atempo Gal houſe, is:that 

which mgkes <8 buildiogthe ironger; there- 

| NOTE: mach may a” 


—_ 


[66] 
the' buildiog of the ſpiritual houſe? ſothat you 
Tee fforiithis text it is very apparent,that-in caſe 
the Saints are in a right Goſpel-order, tor ſo 1 
mean by being fitly fr fran'd ecorther, ty ſhall 
then be efltbog | oitified, = as that chepower ,| , 
of hell ſhall nenee beable to ſhake ' them or };,. 
ejiadice them; for then there is never a_ hole Þ| ' 
for cheenemy toenter ir! at, whereby he may. - FD 
make battery upon them! ', mean when they 2} + 
haveobeyed every | command of .Jeſus 'Chrit F-*> 
made tanifeſt to them, ' And therefore you Þ 
haveaneftabliſhing declaration layd down by .Þ 
the-Apoſtle in the 23, yerſe, /» whom faith he} > 
you are builded together , an habitation of "253 
God through the Spirit ; ſo that by chis it is e- 
yideae ,” that thoſe Saints which are united ts 
hero ; as that they do agree and are fitly 
m'dtogerhes. » as in relation unto the doe" 
Sine of Ohuilt, | they hal haveche injoymenit 
of Gods preſenc » as alſo the manifeſtation of 
his Spitic, which is indeed aftrong and power- 
_ fullagdglori nh in all its operations, | 
Iwouklaiy veafiy hereinto miſtake me, as 
if 1Ghould deny + the preſence of -God to be * 
with thoſe which: have” noe” ſubje&ed unto 
this principle here <ontended for 5 fineti'a miſ- 


ako wok bevay no - foraſitjiichas ic is 
my judgenent that ſeneeiWywrithifuch 


people 


wy. A. 
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'people which haye donecheir duty, according 
- to what they ſee and know, they being faith< 
full to their nderflanding part,God doth many 
times communicate himſe f ve ſweetly uato 


z| -»., ſuch perſons; I know andcan he by 
wal own ience they do en joy the _—y 
of del Spicir 5 ad edrelive” Fal6 nor 


- to r pak. any 


ng ren Vere 
= fliarg bur-I ſpeak thisto inform 
3 inthisparticular,that is, by how! 
4 fp ——— by ſo much hand 
3 _ much morewill God-ſtep in by bis Spiritto 
TS refreſh their hearts-.; as bath former! 
> anade manifeftuntoyoby Tam confidentof it, 
that if Saints would 4&'ryote oriotiſly to. | 
God", and leivenffto diſpute ſo ſelf. 
lily asiorefhcion to thernſeſves'; queſtiohleſs 
"God would make forth unto vis more full 
fanifeſtacions of his loves for: aſfuredly there 
is nothing initerpoſes ſo''rauch berwizt God 
and poor Erearures , —— rpms = 
u may ſee Mark 9.32. lakh 
hides Al L are poſſible e0- "biz thac detiently' here 
: ares thinps in thisteir for us 76 /take mo 


uce of: K *]2 : 41 "3? Has » » SLICED 
Thefief thing is”, that7'anibelict- is/-chat 


whictihindets che Pinging th þ pul: ef great 


things, i952 1 em 0) 
nt? } 


L 
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[68] 
\ ._  Secondthing is| , that it is eyident from 
hence alfo thata weak; faith may become a 
ftrongfaith , .asdoth appear by. father of 
- thechild 4; whedid believe that Jeſus Chrilt 
could cure hischild which was poflefled with ,' 
a dumb ſpirit ; And which was ts ogly \ 
effcted by Jelus Chit ; although the Diſci= Þ 
lertd.o Cates DA G log appeecrin 7 
the 3. verſe, compared with the 243. 25, 26. 1} 
verſes. Bur I (hall avw draw to ſome Conclu» FJ 
ſion of what hath been herelaid down , and } * 
fo conſequently of the whole Chaprergnamtly $- 
thas the effe&s of « fouls gbedience in faith» | 
fulnefſe ro Gods commands, are of a very glo». } 
* Fioushature, - And therefore we may-ſeezwe +5 
ate not without goed in oements from -*- 
the Lotd that we may doour | 
then from the conſideration of theſe things w we | 
Way ag oceed to the obſervation of 
dur logfacere ſubjeRion co every 
truth dC 3/ and to this truth here 
eonrended for! : and thas you may. be further | 
infotrg'd- in what: i btre declared, hal for 
the pteſent ceaſe, fi any further to this- I V 
ticular ; and (hallin the next chapter en- 
out t- * 4dd forthet- ht cheprinci-. 
peoflijingrs of bands h Hypnrbes 
CI of Jul t, » 
Chip. 


[$9] 


Wn Cur, VI. 


Wagrein i 1 pronedphes Laying on of bauds 
, "4 baptized er. #$4 Aotirane rene of 
-"Y vs Chpift» which Log; 1 Telus is 


eqyvalert arnta 4s <p Ureng 


— Y = oo” FR © ww 


Sham heea ag car ma gf perſons AP 
g hays queſtigeed wherber chis was any com- 
1  mandat jelusChriftiviz,che laying pn gtbads 
_ - vo baprized beligyecsjt hath vecn anſwered 
. Fa * bymetharic wasrqualtos RT. 


= 
. 


ww wy 


. upon 
ns hot been oragted by Robert Everard 
. Ae at Tharps that dogrine COIMe 

nds are terms equivalent, which fſoghen 


<F I the difference that is between doghine and 
"Zcommand lycs only in terms, nog i the fence 
| P of © weak of it, Buc that I may not ground. the 


y hength of m y diſcourle an, ther mans 
| any \ although Lam joytyll to bear that any 


pl th raps he opts 3 I ſhall ;now from 
Þ = ation of theſe things addrefſe my 
.* » {elf to ſpeak ſomething from the record of ha- 
| ly ſcripture , in whic I ſhall make ir Appear, 
that the laying og of hands here pleaded for, is 
every whic of as weighty conſideration as a 
command of Jeſusis. Aad forthe proof of 

F 3 this 


1 


; pared with gy verſe: There ou ſhall findgchat | @ 


28 doth appear by his*qualizing it with the 


/ing in thedo&tine ,” orto his diſobedience of Ye 
the doQtine 3 for indeed | the © Apoſtle lays PF * 


"ther ſcripture is ready at hand for to'promote |": 


this nature; n] commandement to be allone;. 


_ —Y WA _ 
"ow _ ——_— 


C7O ] 
this aſſertion, the ſcripture is willing to coft- 

eribute ics help.” - The” faſt ſcripture which | 
preſeacs its ſelf towards the ting of this | 
truth, is 1n the 2.Epi$He of John 6, yerſe,com. 


the ſame thing which is called che command 
of Teſus Chiift in the oneJphace , is called the 
dodrine of Jeſus Chriſt in another place; ſo } 
that it is very plain , that the Apoſtle doth "= 
make the doGtrine of Jeſus ro be of as much *F*> 
weight and value as-the* command of Jeſus, 4 - 


commaNds,and is manifeſt for ſeveral reaſons, * 

x. Reaſon Is , becauſe the Well-being of | 
the poox creature, or rhe miſerable condition! 
of a poor creaturegis ;*as:in relation ro his be=®? 


it down as a certain conclufiong v:z,” that he” 
which doth not abide in the doQtine, hathnot 
God ; Andalſ5he that abides inthe do- 
arine of ] eſus Chriſt,” he hath both che Father 
and the Song2. Epiſtle of Tokx'g.verſe. Ano« 


the truth of this precedent affertion , and will | 
alſo beuſefull ro ſtop the*mouths of thoſe diſ= | 
ſentingbrethren which ſhall deny JoQtrine of | 


thoſe 


CL] 
thoſe that will but caſt*rheir eyes upon that 
rexr, 7it,2;they- (hall find that in-che-1:; 'verſe, 
| che Apoltle Paulexhort&his fon Titxs tolpeak 
|  thoſethings which becomeſounddoRtringzand 
from the 2. v, to che conclufionof the chapter, 
{| © he commands ther ebſeryſeeratthings;che 
7 - © aged co ſobriety, temperagce,and to:belound 
4 ln hefaith ; and allo:the- aged 'women'thar 

4 heir behayiour be'as becomes holipeſle, 3.ver. 
7 and-the'6, yerle , heexhorts the young men to 
7 © be ſober; minded , andin' the 415.1! verſe, -he 
: po out of diſpute, that'theſe' things which 
was topreach as dod@rine, viz. to be* the 
ammands of God, and therefore you- bave 
& Apoſtle ſertinghome the truth of this to his 
ulin the yerſe before mentioned , Aith he, 
eſe chirgs ſpeak and exhort,arid rebuke with 
FJ ZR authociry; letno man deſpiſe chee;as much 
— | Withe Apoſtle ſhould lay, Titus my ſon, 1n- 
ale there be any do queſtion where thy com» 
mandis for to:carry forth thy practice ia all the 

\ doctrines of Chriſt , do thou 'tell'.chefa thou 
haſt enoughtoſay for thy felff,or: thou haſtall 
» the authority of heaven to catry thee forth,both 
of Father, Son and Spiric,and therefore none 

| May deſpiſe thee 1 another ſcripture for the 
| confirmation of thistrurhg" is in 1, Timothy 1. 
2; 33 I4+ There you ſhall find that the Apo- 
F4 (Le 


7 
* 
pe 
I 


f 

. 

"<5 
Loni 


+ ,<- 
- : 
. 
"# 
: 
oof * 
- 
: Sas 
, , - 
: w— 4 K-- 
= = af > , 
Pee®.”; ” 
»» 4 & 4 a 
þ —* s o 
£ - 


72} 
le is exhottiog his Sor Z/mperhy unto ſeveral 
duties ; which dudesiv'the 3.- verſe of that | 

Chapter are called dofrine ., and in the 14. 

verſe ate called commandement ; in which we 

may behold the truth of that which formerly 
fſenedgiz., -thardocrine and command : 


'WAS al 
ace all one; and che truthof this doth - of 
appear from another-reaſon. | 5 'oM 

24 Rea, Becauſe the (ignificationof do» Þ- 
Arine and command ate: all one ; and why? 
the ſignification of doctrine is teaching, and ſo F 
much is implyed in commandement 3 as for } - 
inflance,when Jeſus Chrit doth command men '} 
| todo a duty gthat-is either to believe or repent, > 
he doth then] reach them to doſo. + Wi 

3» Reaſ, Whererr:it will appearthat lays 
ing on of hands upon baptized believers, is WF 
command of Jeſusgor equivalent to it;and that” Y 
is,becauſc it 1s one of the beginning principles” 
of the doftine of Jeſus, Hebrews 6. 1, 2, 
likeywile itis evident, 2. [obs 2; 24, - Lettbar 
abide in you which you have heard from the | 
beginning z if that-which- you heard from the | 
beginning ſhall remain in you, you alſo ſhall ' » 
continue in the Son and in the Father, in this - 
textitis yeiyplain © your underſtanding, 
that Saints ought to-continue in that doQrine 
which they heard preached tothem \, and that 

| + which 


[73] \ 

which they had-ſubjeted to in the beginning . 
7 "Now: ate minon this with 
w'Y 7. verſe of the fame Chaprer, you ſhall cafily 
i» - 1 diſcern chat the beginning doftrine is « com. 
iy | mandement of , as is cyident 
d 
(r 


by the Apoliles words whichare as' follows : 
Brethren, 1 write noneve 'commandernent un- 
co-you 5 bur an ol4'-commandemenit which 


B62Z will ſaciefaion' in the \Jareer 
ke he wend which yot"heard from fe beg. 
7%: _—_ trech"of chis " uber ca 
W.. mani confidering d #yorher thitle, 
ha | ney was they heard ar he 
beginning ; for thar ord we may #ffure our 
| ſelves is the old commandemear, '” And now - 
| | bo. ts'make Uyvhac word it Re they 
E ard from the beginii I ſhall-refer 
$0 Once more unto Feb; bi 1,2; in which wonds | 
you' have (x iples of the dodrine of 
Chviftz "4nd if you pleafe to look inthe mar- 
, gents of your Bibles , you ſhall find thatir'is © 
| reed, Leaving the word of the beginning of 


bo you bad fromthe +> the old com; 
? mandement_ is} the © which you-beard 
o_ from $ehe ” & I defire you 
_- would fer your a york '; namely, 
\. © 8. wee eel had Webs 'dId'com- 
ys {-  aandcement, ary pare na 


be for the confuration. .of thoſe which | do in 


[7A] 
Chriſt, demonſtrating unz6,uusthat the Apoſtle 

by exhoxring them oriraNe the principles of che 
dogrine of Crt, he dh. by chatintend the 
helt comendry given:unto, Jnr fo as.t0'the 
cerm #-496: he,doth orſake as] : 

have f r En”. 172 . : 1 


'. Thoſe Jn ine pe their tho 
on Maſter-Tondalls:: .of op | 


Teltameacabey (hall findahun be. ceads Heb.  Þ 
6,{I, 2,-yery Ea = ; Therefore Þ 


let ws ThE 
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jdeemenrn Jow will Weds. ry God. per met. S 
Which if &, this ſerves.chea for the conty-, 

cation of thoſe which do affica thac-this lay- 

ing.on of hands only conceras Church. officers; 

I hope they will granrcha members of Chrifts 

church to, be chriſtian menghough no officers; 

andif this be gianzed ,.then' this laying on of  ) 

hands conceras the members of the-Church of 

Chriſt confidered as Chriſtian men ,.andnor 

onely conſidered as officers, This may'alſo 


+ Op= -- 


L751 
tioh unto the reſt of the brethren maincala 
acthNSHying on of hands is in the caſe of 
poco 4 Which me thinks i is very abſurd 


or to affirm, that Chriſtian TE d ſuch as 


pexſecurorsy it. ery tits 
Itis a (oh 

Tag hank, - contained 
Heb 60x, . ſhould be Tneadt in the eaſe of 
cſecurlod. , and that for theſe enſuing rea- 


ns, «ff ef; "11559 121) 13+ =p 
CY <> p ; 


) nt of ſuch 
WW rr iafingow of bands; viz. that of 
"perſecution *,- becauſethe 'Sairis of God axe 
lien to ſuffi perſecticn forthe Goſpel » 'bur 
as to the laying on of hands declared Heb.6:1, 
2, they axe DES witop that,as is' evi- 
' > dentfromthe* et” ſcripture, Let's go 
forth unto perfeQion” 'and' now aeny 
the fouridation. © * 
3: Reaſ. Becauſe the' lajiop on of hagds 
we hete contend for , isa principle of Chriſts 
| doftrin 


[56] 
docting whereas,cantras wayes,for wicked 
— the Shine in Þ a pildgile of 


in denieGotrin, : 
my allo be for che confutation of thoſe 


tick 2 on- of. hands to the 
fick apy hs lp thele paſle, and 
retura cothe former - thing 


which we had in 
band; 4 Namely nr gon ade 4 
par Ro LES = ud rom 

W worgG you FF 
have heard i on - - "7mm this A * 


_ Webs 6. —_ andthat is;this , Ta le” 
thexe ſhould beno.command for laying og of 
hids upon baptized helieyersghen xhis abſur- | 
dity will Hollow: +»;that for ſome pact of 
that entire derine of Jeſus there 1s no. comand 
for ir, and chen is. will afſucedly follow alſo, 
chat Jeſus Chriſt png. is have layd « » 
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